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FOUR THOUSAND YEARS OF HOUSES AND SITE STRUCTURE: 

THE ARCHAIC TO ANCESTRAL TRANSITION 

IN THE MIDDLE RIO GRANDE VALLEY  

Matthew F. Schmader 
 

7:30 PM, Tuesday January 17, 2017 

Albuquerque Museum of Art and History 

2000 Mountain Road NW 

Several large-scale projects in the Rio Rancho over a 20-year period (1988–2007) resulted in the excavation of 70 

structures. About half of the dwellings date to the Archaic period, the oldest from the end of the middle Archaic/San 

Jose phase (circa 3000 BC). Archaic structures from a 3000-year time period show little change in architectural 

details, although storage and milling features do vary somewhat through time. By AD 500 rapid and major changes 

in architecture, subsistence technology, and material culture indicate the beginning of the Ancestral Pueblo period in 

the Rio Grande valley. Small pithouse settlements were built along the river by early horticulturalists who still relied 

on a wide range of wild foods. Variations in house size, numbers of features, and use of space indicate organizational 

and area-specific functional arrangement of activities and use of the landscape.  

Dr. Matt Schmader has been conducting research in New Mexico for 38 years. He has worked at PaleoIndian camp 

sites, Archaic occupations, early Puebloan pithouses, recording petroglyphs, and the redlight district in historic 

downtown Albuquerque. His most recent focus has been documenting the contact period and the Vazquez de 

Coronado expedition at the important battle site of Piedras Marcadas. He received his PhD from the University of 

New Mexico and is adjunct professor at the UNM Department of Anthropology.  

 

 

TIME TO RENEW! 

AAS DUES FOR 2017 ARE NOW PAYABLE 
 

If you haven’t already done so, please fill out the attached membership renewal form and mail it with your check to 

Treasurer, Albuquerque Archaeological Society, PO Box 4029, Albuquerque NM 87196, or bring both to the meeting.  

Don’t be shy about showing interest in working with a committee or serving on the Board.  Wider membership 

participation is needed and encouraged. 
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MINUTES OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

December 15, 2016 

President Carol Chamberland called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. 

Refreshments consisted of a potluck supper of appetizers and desserts provided by the membership. Set up was 

provided by Ann and Cindy Carson. 

Minutes of the November meeting were approved as published. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

John Guth happily reported that membership renewals are streaming in. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership: Carol announced that Judy Fair-Spaulding has assumed membership responsibility. 

Rock art–Dick Harris: Work was cancelled earlier this month due to cold weather but the group did complete a 

project today. 

Archiving–Karen Armstrong: The group is on holiday leave to reconvene in January 2017. 

Field Trips–Pat Harris: Winter trip is January 28; one trip is planned in April and two in May. Sign up at the 

meeting or contact trips@abqarchaeology.org. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Hayward Franklin, Chair of the Archaeological Society of New Mexico Honoree Committee, asked for honoree 

nominations for the ASNM 2018 volume of collected papers. 

ONGOING BUSINESS 

Ann Carson, Refreshments Chair, asked for volunteers for refreshments for 2017 meetings and provided a signup 

sheet. 

ELECTION 

With Helen Crotty temporarily serving as Chair, and there having been no further nominations from the floor at the 

November meeting, the unopposed slate presented by nominating committee was approved unanimously. 

President, Carol Chamberland; First Vice President, Gretchen Obenauf, Second Vice President Ethan Ortega; 

Secretary, Ginger Foerster; Treasurer, John Guth; and Directors-at-large, Evan Kay and Marc Thompson. 

The business meeting was adjourned at 7:16 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

----Ginger Foerster, Secretary 

SPEAKERS  

In the absence of our vice presidents, Carol Chamberland introduced the members who presented short PowerPoint 

programs about archaeological sites they visited in the past year.  Helen Crotty related the story of a Pueblo III 

Anasazi blanket in the Telluride Museum in Colorado.  Carol Chamberland described her recent trip to see Baja 

California rock art.  Steve Patchett spoke about his walk along the entire Camino de Santiago de Compostela in Spain. 

John Guth showed slides of Manzanares Pueblo, the site near Santa Fe that AAS helped to buy through a donation to 

The Archaeological Conservancy.  The program closed with Dick Harris’s slide show of rock art recording by the 

AAS-BLM crew that was created for the 50th Anniversary party, this time set to music.  

 

 

mailto:trips@abqarchaeology.org
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FIELD TRIP TO MAGDELENA CATTLE TRAIL PLANNED FOR JANUARY 28 

 
The January 28 field trip will be hosted by Brenda Wilkinson, BLM Socorro Office Archeologist.  The first 

destination is the Socorro BLM Office to see a PowerPoint presentation of “The Magdalena Trail.”  The trail ranks 

in importance with the famous Chisolm and Goodnight-Loving Trails; what set it apart is its continued use into the 

1970s. It was established in 1885, when the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad completed its branch line from 

Socorro to Magdalena. Ranchers from a vast area of western New Mexico and Eastern Arizona began driving their 

cattle and sheep to the Magdalena railhead, sometimes a distance of 120 miles. 

Following lunch at the Bodega Burger in Socorro, the tour will continue to Magdalena to see the Magdalena stock 

yards and the railroad station. An optional side tour on the way back will visit “The Box,” a ruggedly beautiful canyon 

with adjacent rhyolite and andesite-extrusive volcanic rock formations, a favorite for climbers for more than 40 years. 

Participation in AAS field trips is open to current members only. Signups will be available at the January meeting or 

by contacting trips@abqarchaeology.org. 

 
ASNM ANNUAL MEETING IN MORIARTY MAY 5–7 

 
The Torrance County Archaeological Society will host the 2017 annual meeting of the Archaeological Society of 

New Mexico at the Moriarty Civic Center. Bob Berglund, Chair, has announced that the theme is “The Peopling of 

Central New Mexico: Paleo to Pueblo.”  After an optional enchilada buffet supper on Friday evening May 5, the 

conference will kick off with a broad view of the coming of people from the earliest of time to present. There will be 

three talks—the first will explore recent thinking regarding the possibilities for the early peopling of the Americas; 

the second will develop current ideas concerning transition from hunter-gather to agriculture; and the third will 

summarize recent findings on the dissolution of the Salinas pueblos and out-migration of the remnant populations.   

The program on Saturday morning May 6 will feature a series of invited papers dealing with various aspects from the 

entire period. Time has been reserved for volunteered papers in an afternoon session.  The Awards Banquet and 

Bandelier Lecture will follow in the evening.  Posters will be displayed from 3–8 pm Friday and 8–4 on Saturday. A 

selection of field trips will be offered on Sunday, May 7. 

A call for papers, posters, and vendors is posted on the TCAS and ASNM websites <tcasnm.org> and <newmexico-

archaeology.org>. Papers and posters related to the theme “Peopling of Central New Mexico” are especially desirable, 

while papers and posters on other archaeological or anthropological topics will be welcome and included as time and 

space permit. Contact Nancy Woodworth <nancywoodworthnm@gmail.com> for vendor or information table 

requests with those words in the in the subject line.  Motel information and registration forms will be posted on the 

websites soon, and it will be possible to register for the meeting online. 

 

BOOK REVIEW 
 
Thomas E. Sheridan, Stewart B. Koyiyumptewa, Anton Daughters, Dale S. Brenneman, T. J. Ferguson, Leigh 

Kuwanwisiwma, and Lee Wayne Lomayestewa (eds.), Moquis and Kastiilam: Hopis, Spaniards, and the Trauma of 

History, Volume I, 1540-1679. Tucson, University of Arizona Press, 2015. Hardcover edition $65. 

Reviewed by Michael P. Bletzer 

The story of the Native-European encounter in the Americas in general and the US Southwest in particular continues 

to be a pervasive subject of research across the fields of History and Anthropology and their various sub-disciplines. 

For the longest time, though, the historiography of the colonial period has been dominated primarily by the surviving 

written source material of the European newcomers. The presentation of “facts” thus tends to be decidedly one-sided. 

This is not a new revelation; historians the world over have long been advocating critical contextual analysis of 

written sources generally. Where native populations no longer exist as coherent entities, the critical analysis of 

documents (and archaeological research, if such is undertaken) is arguably all there is to try to identify key processes 

mailto:trips@abqarchaeology.org
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in the colonial encounter. In the case of descendant populations retaining cultural traditions, language, and persistence 

of place in an ancestral homeland, however, communal memory may offer a different perspective of past events. 

Such is the case with the Hopi Pueblos of northern Arizona. Despite experiencing profound upheavals since the days 

of first Spanish contact in the early 1540s, the Hopis remain in at least part of their ancestral territory, and in their 

traditions and memories carry a strong sense of their history that reaches back to those first days of contact. The first 

volume of Moquis and Kastiilam: Hopis, Spaniards, and the Trauma of History taps into those traditions and 

memories to present a different view of historical events that have long been seen mainly through Spanish eyes, as it 

were. 

The book is divided into two main parts. The first part, entitled “First Encounters, 1540–1605,” comprises three 

chapters arranged in chronological order. The first of these chapters, “Coronado’s Soldiers Encounter the Hopis 

and the Grand Canyon, 1540,” contains a summary and discussion of Pedro de Castañeda de Nájera’s account of 

the first Hopi-Spanish encounter near the pueblo of Kawayka’a and the subsequent Spanish expedition to the Grand 

Canyon; a translated excerpt of that account; and an interview with Clark Tenakhongva, a Hopi elder from Hotevila. 

Discussion, documents, and the interview reveal deficits in the Spanish documentation, especially on the subject of 

Spanish treatment of the Hopis. Clark Tenakhongva’s testimony offers astonishing insight into the depths of Hopi 

oral history and the strong emotions with which events of the early colonial period are still being recalled today. One 

example of this persistence of memory relates to the construction of the Franciscan mission at the pueblo of Orayvi 

(or Oraibi) in the late 1620s and early 1630s. Spanish accounts generally offer few details of the pressures and 

exertions mission establishments placed on the native communities. In his testimony, however, Mr Tenakhongva 

relates the story of how Hopi men had to procure the beams (vigas) for the new Orayvi mission from the area of the 

San Francisco Peaks, some one hundred miles from the Hopi mesas. In this forced assignment and other 

mistreatments, a number of Hopis died. From this period forward up to the destruction of the Hopi missions in 1680, 

the Franciscans stationed among the Hopis were known as tota’tsi, “someone who wants everything” (p. 191). 

The second chapter of Part I deals with the 1582/83 expedition of Antonio de Espejo. It comprises a summary 

introduction and an excerpted translation of Diego Pérez de Luján’s account of the expedition’s foray to the Hopi 

Mesas. Chapter 3, entitled “Juan de Oñate’s Colonization of New Mexico,” moves the narrative into the early 

stages of Spanish colonial rule. Again following a brief summary are four excerpts of translated documents: the 

Hopis’ “voluntary” pledge of vassalage to the Spanish crown on 15 November 1598; a translation of Marcos Farfán 

de los Godos’s account of his journey from the Hopi Mesas to west-central Arizona in search of mines and a brief 

discussion of the Hopis’ connection to the Verde Valley and adjacent areas; a translation of Juan de Oñate’s infamous 

judgment of mutilation and slavery meted out against the survivors of the Spaniards’ 1599 destruction of Ácoma 

Pueblo; and, finally, a translation of Fray Francisco de Escobar’s account of Juan de Oñate’s 1604-05 expedition to 

the Hopi Mesas and the “South Sea” (i.e., the Gulf of California). 

The second part of the book carries the heading “Abusive Guests: Missionaries and Encomenderos Among the 

Hopis, 1629–1680.” This part is divided into five chapters. The first of these is entitled “Missionaries Among the 

Hopis” and contains a translation of Fray Esteban de Perea’s 1632 account of the state of the missionary effort in 

New Mexico; excerpted translations of Fray Alonso de Benavides’s 1634 (Revised) Memorial; the infamous 1655 

case of Fray Salvador de Guerra’s violent excesses against the Hopis, especially his mistreatment and killing of a 

Hopi man; and a story related by one of the book’s editors, Leigh Kuwanwisiwma, about how a priest tortured and 

killed an Orayvi man for sponsoring a native ceremony. Following as it does on the Guerra case, this story again is 

powerful testimony to the depths of the Hopis’ memory of abuse suffered under colonial rule. 

The second chapter, “Franciscans against Governors: the Dirty Laundry of the Inquisition,” is based on 

translations of two documents relating to the tumultuous tenure of Governor Diego de Peñalosa (1661–64), 

Inquisition charges against the governor for a variety of alleged offenses, and counter-charges by Peñalosa against 

his main nemesis, Fray Alonso de Posada, for transgressions (including murder) while he was missionary at Awat’ovi. 

The documents emphasize the well-known conflicts between secular and religious authorities in seventeenth-century 

New Mexico and reveal the vulnerable position of the native communities caught between the warring Spanish 

factions. The chapter concludes with an excerpt from a Hopi Cultural Preservation Office workshop in 2009, during 

which the subject of abuse (including sexual abuse) by missionaries came up repeatedly. The persistence of memories 

of such abuse among Hopis from different communities indicates something of its prevalence in the years leading up 



5 
 

 

to the Pueblo Revolt. According to statements made during the workshop, a key motive for the Hopis to join the 

Revolt was to end the missionaries’ predatory regime. This memory of abuse runs deep enough for the Hopis to refuse 

a recent formal apology from the Vatican for the excesses of the Franciscan missionaries in the 1600s. 

 The third chapter comprises a single record relating to the only surviving pre-Revolt trial documentation of 

a Pueblo man, the trial in 1659 of Juan Suñi of Awat’ovi. The record illustrates how the Hopis may have used non-

violent methods of resistance such as public ridiculing of figures of colonial authority, and how Spanish prosecution 

of “offenders” like Suñi fed a system of forced labor and slavery that encompassed the entire Spanish frontier and 

served to enrich governors and other prominent members of Spanish colonial society. 

 The fourth chapter, entitled “Encomiendas in Nuevo México, Including Hopi,” has two document excerpts, 

again from the Peñalosa years, one of which relates specifically to Awat’ovi. The surviving record of New Mexico 

encomiendas is rather thin, but what documents have survived, such as the two included in the book, amply illustrate 

the greed and deception then rampant among settlers and officials, secular as well as religious. As historians have 

long documented, to make as much profit from native communities as possible was the overarching goal of everyone 

involved in the system not only in New Mexico but elsewhere in the Spanish Americas. 

 The fifth chapter, “The Katsina Religion and the Pueblo World,” focuses primarily on late pre-Revolt 

events on the eastern Pueblo periphery. There is the translated Inquisition testimony (from 1660) of Esteban 

Clemente, a Piro leader from Abó, on katsinas, and excerpts of the Inquisition’s 1663 investigation of Nicolás de 

Aguilar, alcalde mayor of the Salinas district in the same period, for allowing katsina dances. The two records again 

highlight the profound rifts between secular and religious authorities, this time on the issue of Pueblo religion. More 

important, however, is the figure of Esteban Clemente, who presaged the Pueblo leaders of the 1680 Revolt. Although 

an Indio ladino, a Spanish-speaker who was able to read and write, and a person of high standing in the Spanish-

organized structure of Pueblo self-government, Clemente entered history as the main organizer of the largest 

attempted Pueblo revolt before 1680. This centered on the Salinas Piro and Tiwa pueblos, as well as the Tano pueblos, 

but it was betrayed beforehand and Clemente was hanged. 

The final chapter “Conclusion and Prelude: the Power of Song in Hopi Culture” presents an interview with Elgean 

Joshevama, former vice-chairman of the Hopi tribe. The interview reinforces the image of deep historical awareness 

among the Hopis. Elgean Joshevama talks about the long period of Hopi suffering under Spanish rule, up to the 

Pueblo Revolt when the Hopis saw no other way of preserving their ways of life but by joining in the fight against 

the Spaniards. But it was not until the destruction of Awat’ovi—where Spanish missionaries in the late 1690s were 

again trying to gain a foothold—by the other Hopi pueblos that the Spanish presence ended once and for all. The 

memory of Awat’ovi is clearly still harrowing to Hopis, for they had to kill their own kin to get rid at last of the 

Spaniards. Notes Elgean Joshevama (p. 242): “they [the Spaniards] left us with having to deal with the guilt of 

destroying our own people…. So to me, all these historical traumatic events still have roots that are alive”. 

Relating to the various chapters are some fifty pages of endnotes, which in turn are followed by a glossary and 

bibliography. Given the extensive nature of this supplementary material, it is perhaps inevitable that some 

inaccuracies crept into it. For example, Fray García de San Francisco is erroneously called García de Santo Francisco 

(p. 304 n. 4; also p. 224). There were four, not three, (Rio Grande) Piro missions (p. 296 n. 5). Tajique is misidentified 

as a Tompiro pueblo (p. 307 n. 2; Tajique was Southern Tiwa). Also, Fray Alonso de Benavides was in New Mexico 

from early 1626 to 1629, not from 1621 as stated on p. 126. But these are minor nuisances that do not take anything 

away from the book as a whole. Though the preamble to Moquis and Kastiilam starts with the line “This book was 

prepared for the Hopi people”, it certainly deserves a much wider audience. The Spanish sources included in the book 

are not new (indeed some of them like Castañeda’s account, Oñate’s sentence of the Ácoma captives, or the 

Inquisition case of Nicolás de Aguilar are fairly well known), but their juxtaposition with Hopi commentaries and 

testimonies places them in a context in which Hopi communal memories are given equal consideration, something 

which has been sorely lacking in the past. The book also shows just how mentally present the colonial period 

continues to be among Hopis today. In the words of Leigh Kuwanwisiwma (p. 172): “I think the time period of Spain 

here on Hopi and among the Pueblos is so profound that many people still remember parts of that history and what 

kind of cultural and physical and emotional toll it took then and then still today as people reminisce or talk about this 

history”. Moquis and Kastiilam may well set a new standard with this kind of preservation and dissemination of 

native oral history. 
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE 
 

BLM and BIA Extend Comment Period for Mineral Leasing and Development Effort in Northwest New 

Mexico.  The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Farmington Field Office and the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ 

(BIA) Navajo Regional Office will extend the comment period and add two additional scoping meetings for an 

expanded resource management planning effort for northwest New Mexico.  The comment period will be extended 

by 60 days, and will now end February 20, 2017.  The BLM and the BIA are jointly conducting an expanded 

analysis of management in the area that covers public, tribal, and Indian allotment lands. 

Input to the BLM and BIA can be provided by mail to BLM Farmington Field Office, Attention: Mark Ames, 

Project Manager, 6251 North College Blvd., Suite A, Farmington, New Mexico 87402; by email to 

BLM_NM_FFO_Comments@blm.gov, or by fax to 505-564-7608.  For the BIA, please contact Harrilene Yazzie, 

BIA Regional National Environmental Policy Act Coordinator at 505-863-8287, P.O. Box 1060, Gallup, New 

Mexico 87301, or harrilene.yazzie@bia.gov. 

The general public and Navajo tribal members are highly encouraged to participate in the public scoping period 

where environmental issues (including potential impacts associated with hydraulic fracturing) will be presented.  

Additional information is available online at https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/plans-in-

development/new-mexico/farmington-rmp-mancos-gallup-amendment. 

 

 

ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO Box 4029, Albuquerque, NM 87196 

www.abqarchaeology.org 

www.facebook.com/abqarchsoc 

Annual Dues: For emailed Newsletter: Student no charge (provide copy of current ID); Basic $25; Sustaining $35+.  

Print Newsletter by First Class Mail: Basic $30; Sustaining $40.  Institutions/Libraries: $10 for print Newsletter by 

First Class Mail, emailed Newsletter at no charge. 

 

2016 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Officers 

President  

    Carol Chamberland       341-1027 

Vice Presidents:  

    Gretchen Obenauf         821-9412 

    Ethan Ortega                 545-9569 

Secretary: 

    Ginger Foerster             

Treasurer:  

    John Guth                     821-4704 

Directors: 

    Evan Kay                       249-8412 

    Marc Thompson            508-9847

Standing Committee Chairs 

Membership: 

     Judy Fair-Spaulding 

Newsletter: 

     Helen Crotty               281-2136 

     Mailer: Lou Schuyler 856-7090 

Archiving: 

     Karen Armstrong         294-8218 

Rock Art Recording: 

     Dick Harris                 822-8571 

     Carol Chamberland      341-1027 

Greeter: 

    Sally McLaughlin          898-9083 

Committee Chairs (continued) 

Field Trips 

 Pat Harris trips@abqarchaeolgy.org 

    Steve Rospopo            293-2737 

Refreshments: 

    Ann Carson                  242-1143 

Publicity:  

    Evan Kay                     249-8412 

Pottery Southwest  

    Editor: M. Patricia Lee  

    Contact: Arlette Miller 410-9263 

Webmaster 

    Evan Kay                      249-9847

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=BLM_NM_FFO_Comments@blm.gov
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https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/plans-in-development/new-mexico/farmington-rmp-mancos-gallup-amendment
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2017 

ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Renewal  ____   New ____ 

 
Name(s):  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:   __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address(es):  __________________________________________________________________________  

  (Please print email in capital letters to avoid confusing lower case letters, “r” and “v” for example) 

  Please check this box if you do not wish your information to be printed in our annual directory.  (Federal law prohibits 

disclosing members’ contact information to anyone outside of the organization.) 

 
Please select a Membership category AND a Newsletter category: 

Membership category: 

Individual ____    Family ____ (no difference in dues) 

Electronic newsletter: 

Basic:  $25.00 ____    Student with current ID:  Free     Sustaining: $35.00+ ____ 

Newsletter by first class mail: 

Basic $30.00 ____    Sustaining: $40.00+_____ 

Institutions/Libraries:  

$10.00 ___    (newsletter sent by first class mail) 

    Free ___    (electronic newsletter only) 

 

 

I/We would be interested in working with the following committees: 

  Greeters (name tags & guest signup at meetings);  

  Membership (keep track of membership lists and send renewal notices) and/ or--- 

  Assist Membership chair with display and signups at archaeological events; 

  Field Trips (arrange for trip or assist chair with signups and follow up);  

  Laboratory (assist with Hibben Center archival work); 

  AAS Newsletter editorial assistant/trainee;  

  AAS 50th Anniversary Volume Editor, assistant, researcher; 

  Board of Directors and position desired;  

  Other (describe on back). 

 

Under the Join AAS tab on our website abqarchaeology.com please click the upper right Pop-out icon to print this form, 

fill it out, and mail the form and your membership dues check (payable to the Albuquerque Archaeological Society or 

AAS) to: 

Treasurer, Albuquerque Archaeological Society, P.O. Box 4029, Albuquerque, NM  87196 
Questions about Membership? (address or email changes, current dues verification, etc.):  Email 

info@abqarchaeology.org 

mailto:info@abqarchaeology.org
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FORAGING TO FARMING IN THE AMERICAN SOUTHWEST 
 

Bradley Vierra 
 

7:30 PM, Tuesday February 21, 2017 
Albuquerque Museum of Art and History 

2000 Mountain Road NW 

The paper will discuss new research into understanding the transition from foragers to farmers in the American 
Southwest. This will include a discussion of the initial use and spread of maize cultivation across the region and 
the nature of early agricultural villages. The talk will then focus on the northern Rio Grande Valley as a specific 
example illustrating the details of how this process might have worked in this area of the Southwest. 

Dr. Vierra earned his Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of New Mexico in 1992 and has been working 
as a professional in the field of archaeology since 1975. He has overseen projects across the southwestern states 
for various federal, state, and local agencies.  His research interests involve studies of foraging societies, foraging 
technology, stone-tool technology, postglacial hunter-gatherer archaeology, and the beginnings of food production 
in the U.S. and European Southwest. This has involved working with Paleoindian and Archaic materials in the 
southwestern United States, and Upper Paleolithic, Epipaleolithic and Mesolithic materials in southwest Europe. 

Dr. Vierra has published numerous articles and edited several books that reflect his interest in foraging societies 
and the transition to agriculture.  Due out this fall from University of Utah Press is his edited volume The Archaic 
Southwest: Foragers in an Arid Land.  Also upcoming is “The Southwest Archaic,” a chapter co-authored with 
Maxine E. McBrinn in The Oxford Handbook of Southwestern Archaeology. Past publications edited by Vierra 
include Mountain and Valley: Understanding Past Land Use in the Northern Rio Grande Valley (2013); From the 
Pleistocene to the Holocene: Human Organization and Cultural Transformations in Prehistoric North America, co-
edited with C. Britt, Bousman (2012); and The Late Archaic Across the Borderlands: Foraging to Farming (2005). 
 

 

TIME TO RENEW! 
AAS DUES FOR 2017 ARE NOW PAYABLE 

 
To those who haven’t already renewed: please fill out the attached membership form and mail it with your check 
to Treasurer, Albuquerque Archaeological Society, PO Box 4029, Albuquerque NM 87196, or bring both to the 
meeting.  Please don’t be shy about showing interest in working with a committee or serving on the Board.  Wider 
participation by the membership is needed and encouraged. 
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MINUTES OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
January 17, 2017 

President Carol Chamberland called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM. 

Refreshments were provided by Diane Courney and Robin Wakeland. 

December meeting minutes were accepted as published in the Newsletter. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

John Guth happily reported that the 2016 budget “turned out as planned” and that Steven and Donna Rospopo will 
do an internal financial review and this summary will be in the February newsletter. The 2017 budget has been 
developed and approved by the board and will be published in the February newsletter for membership approval 
at the meeting. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership – Judy Fair- Spaulding: We have 79 new and renewing members thus far and many people were 
completing forms before this meeting began. 

Archiving – Joanne Magalis for Karen Armstrong: The group worked on moving pottery from old shelves to 
temporary shelving while a new rolling shelf system is being completed. The group will begin archiving Pueblo 
III material from the Bolack ranch. 

Rock Art – John Richardson: The team went out twice recently to explore future projects in the Cuba and Rio 
Puerco areas. 

Field Trips – Pat Harris: A last-minute indoor field trip of the Mabel Lujan exhibit at the Albuquerque Museum 
has been arranged for Sunday January 22. A winter field trip to Socorro and Magdalena is scheduled January 28. 
Other trips are being planned.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Joan Mathien gave a financial report on the Betty Garrett scholarship at Western Michigan University, which was 
established in part by AAS members in memory of our first woman president, a graduate of that institution.  

Nancy Woodworth reported on the Archaeological Society of New Mexico (ASNM) 2017 Annual Meeting in 
Moriarty on May 5 to 7. 

Tom Windes said that the Office of Contract Archaeology is offering surplus past issues of their publications free 
to anyone who wants to go get them before they are shredded. 

Carol Chamberland announced that AAS will host the ASNM 2018 Annual Meeting. 

The business meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM, and Gretchen Obenauf introduced Matthew Schmader, who spoke 
about his archaeological work on the West Mesa between 1988 and 2007. Dr. Schmader provided the following 
synopsis of his presentation.   

Respectfully submitted,  

----Ginger Foerster, Secretary 
 

FOUR THOUSAND YEARS OF HOUSES AND SITE STRUCTURE: THE ARCHAIC TO 
ANCESTRAL TRANSITION IN THE MIDDLE RIO GRANDE VALLEY 

By Matthew F. Schmader 

The transition period from the end of the Archaic to the beginning of Ancestral Pueblo times has important 
challenges to research and understanding changes in social evolution in the greater Southwest. Locally, in the Rio 
Grande Basin near Albuquerque, numerous sites from this transitional period are found in the area broadly called 
the "West Mesa." The entire uplifted zone—or interfluve—of the West Mesa between the two great drainages of 
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the Rio Grande and the Rio Puerco is an old exposed plain extending some 50 miles. Its archaeological importance 
comes partly from the amount of movement that occurred between the two river basins and partly from the 
visibility and exposure of sites on the mesa. 

During a 20-year period between 1988 and 2007, several research projects were conducted by the author that 
helped shed light on the Archaic to Ancestral Pueblo transition. In aggregate, over 6,500 acres (about 10 square 
miles) were surveyed and more than 300 sites recorded. Some sites, such as lithic quarry areas on gravel ridges, 
covered 20 acres or more in extent and had as many as a dozen separate proveniences. Other sites contained ash-
stained soil and exposures of charcoal lenses in arroyo cuts that upon excavation were revealed to be structural 
remains of early dwellings. 

The simplest form of dwellings consisted of shallow, slightly packed basin-shaped floors with few perimeter posts 
and no interior hearth. Structures typically measured 2 to 3 meters in diameter and may have had one or more 
associated storage features. Radiocarbon dating determined that the oldest of these dwellings was about 5,000 
years old—some of the oldest open-air Archaic domiciles found in central New Mexico. Structures dating between 
2500 and 2900 BC were from the Middle Archaic San Jose phase (3200 to 1800 BC). 

During the following Armijo phase of the Late Archaic period (1800 to 800 BC), there was little apparent change 
in structure form, although dwellings became more numerous. By the En Medio phase of the Late Archaic (800 
BC to AD 400) dwellings were even more numerous and more variable in size than in the previous phases. The 
most notable changes were the first appearances of middens, or accumulated deposits of ash and debris, which 
resulted either from more intensive site occupations or the first re-occupations of sites. Increased sizes or numbers 
of storage features may have occurred by the Armijo phase, and increased architectural investment in floor 
preparations may have occurred by the En Medio phase. The first occurrence of multiple dwellings at a site, and 
of clusters of related sites, also happened during the Armijo phase.  

Despite the slow rates of change and minor advancements in feature types, architecture displayed a remarkable 
stability for a period of nearly 3,000 years during the Archaic. It was not until the appearance of Ancestral Pueblo 
settlements along the banks of the Rio Grande beginning about AD 600 that rapid changes in architecture, 
technology, and site organization occurred. The rate of change that took place in just a century completely 
surpassed what had occurred in the prior several millennia. Dwellings were now deeper and larger in diameter, 
approaching 4 meters across and a meter deep. Internal features such as roof supports, ventilation systems, and 
storage pits were found. Importantly, larger adobe-collared hearths were built in the centers of house floors—an 
indication of social organization that did not exist before that time.  

House size, as measured by floor area, did not increase during the early Ancestral Pueblo period, however. Some 
of the largest structures were built early in the period (circa AD 600 to 750) while later houses (circa AD 750 to 
900) tended to be more variable in size. In other words, there was no linear trend in the construction of larger 
house sizes as time elapsed.  
 

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY MEETING OF THE AAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
January 13, 2017 

 
Carol Chamberland convened the meeting at 6:05 PM at the North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center in 
Albuquerque. She welcomed Judy Fair-Spaulding as new Membership Committee Chair and Ginger Foerster as 
Secretary. 

Attendees: Carol Chamberland, Gretchen Obenauf, Ethan Ortega, Ginger Foerster, John Guth, Evan Kay, Marc 
Thompson, Judy Fair-Spaulding, Dick Harris, Pat Harris, and Helen Crotty. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Gretchen Obenauf reported on speaker lineup for January and February. 2017 with Matt Schmader and Brad 
Vierra presenting, respectively. Gretchen, Marc Thompson, and Ethan Ortega have other speakers in mind and 
agreed to contact them to fill out the speaker roster for 2017. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

John Guth distributed copies of the 2016 financial summary, noting that the budget had “come out as planned.” 
He stated that membership is our main income and “Judy's position is so important” because we need the 
membership renewals and new members. He also distributed copies of the proposed budget for 2017, and 
commented that funds will be provided for the 50th anniversary volume when they are needed.  Gretchen moved 
and Evan Kay seconded the motion to present the proposed budget to the membership for approval at the February 
meeting.  Motion approved by Board. [The 2016 Report and the Proposed Budget for 2017 are attached.] 

2016 Internal Financial Review: Steven and Donna Rospopo will be asked to perform the 2016 review. 

Archival AAS records at Hibben Center: John inventoried the existing AAS records at the Hibben Center and 
added our financial records dating back to 2009. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Field trips: Pat Harris reported on trips for 2017 with the first on January 28.  She is still taking suggestions. Pat 
stated that there is a need to obtain permits for trips on state land and John agreed to pursue permitting. 

Archiving: Ginger said that the group is moving items to make room for a new rolling shelf system. The group 
will also be archiving items from the Bolack ranch. 

Membership: Judy reported the 40 members have renewed thus far and that she has created standardized thank 
you letters. She will get a sample reminder letter from Gretchen to send out in March. There were 10 more 
memberships as of this date. It was suggested that AAS water bottles be given to new members. 

Newsletter: Helen Crotty presented for discussion that the phone numbers of the Board members no longer be 
published in the Newsletter but rather can be obtained from the Membership Directory—or Board members can 
be contacted through info@abqarchaeology.org. The board agreed. 

Rock Art: Dick Harris said that the group is idle for the winter because the southern, warmer sites have been 
completed and the winter weather is affecting mapping of northern areas due to snow, cold, and higher elevations. 
The team will pursue a winter project on private land. 

OTHER TOPICS 

Board meeting venues: we need a venue roughly four times a year and Ginger offered to talk with the North 
Domingo Baca people about continuing to meet in the facility. 

ASNM Annual Meeting 2017 in Moriarty: The Board discussed having a table to advertise our activities and 
for membership sign up. Gretchen and Judy will follow up. 

ASNM Annual Meeting in Albuquerque 2018: after discussion Ethan made a motion for AAS to host the 2018 
Archaeological Society of New Mexico Annual Meeting. The motion was seconded by Evan Kay, and 
unanimously approved by Board vote. Carol will contact the ASNM president with this proposal. 

Bylaws modification for election procedures: Carol opened a discussion on nomination procedures. The 
consensus was that we will request nominations from the floor at the October meeting and again at the November 
(per bylaws). 

Meeting time and day: Ethan asked for clarification on rationale for the third Tuesday meeting time. After 
discussion about alternatives it was decided that the current time, day, and venue are the best for the most members 
and will remain the same. 

Standard operating procedures for Board and committee members: Marc Thompson asked about providing 
SOPs to Board and committee members, and John said he will scan the existing 2002 SOPs and provide them to 
Board members. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

----Ginger Foerster, Secretary 
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FEBRUARY 25 FIELD TRIP FILLED FROM ONLINE ANNOUNCEMENT 
WAIT LIST SIGNUPS ENCOURAGED 

Because of timing, notice of a tour of the Special Collections at the Maxwell Museum and the Hibben Centers 
was sent on February 3 to AAS members with email addresses on file, and the 30 slots for the tour were promptly 
filled. Field Trip Chair Pat Harris advises members to continue to sign up on the wait list, as there are always 
dropouts, and if enough interest is shown, a repeat tour can be planned in the future. Drop-ins will not be accepted 
at the door on February 25.  

The tours will be hosted by Special Collections Managers Meghan Truckey and Karen Price. At the Hibben 
Center, the group will see the Anthropology/Archaeology collections in the pot room and drawers.  As a special 
bonus, there will be stations relating to past lectures: AAS members (and 2016 ASNM Bice award Winners) 
Carolyn Gilmore and Deborah Ellis will present artifacts and pottery from Kuaua and Santiago Pueblos; AAS 
Vice President Ethan Ortega will show boxes of bones from Kuaua and the locations where they were found on 
the site; and AAS Archiving Crew Chair Karen Armstrong will display six large corrugated ollas (storage jars) 
and two Mesa Verde-style mugs from Collection Box B of the Bolack Ranch site, as well as materials and 
techniques used in processing artifacts. At the Maxwell Museum, the ethnology collections, consisting of 
Southwest and international textiles, baskets, and costumes will be toured.   

To sign up for the wait list, email trips@abqarchaeology.org. Field trips are open to current members only. 
 

BUS TOUR OPPORTUNITY TO GILA CLIFF DWELLINGS MIMBRES MUSEUMS 
AND SILVER CITY APRIL 8–9 

 
The Friends of Coronado Historic Site have invited interested members of other ASNM affiliate societies to join 
them for a Tour New Mexico, Inc., bus tour to the Deming Luna Mimbres Museum, Silver City, the Gila Cliff 
Dwellings, and the Mimbres Culture Heritage Site.  Cost of $263 (double occupancy) or $319 (single) includes 
transportation, lodging at the Murray Hotel in Silver City, museum and Gila Cliff Dwelling admissions, and 
continental breakfast and box lunch on Sunday.  Participants bring their own bag lunch for Saturday and buy an 
optional dinner with the group at the Buckhorn Saloon and Opera House in the old mining town of Pinos Altos or 
on their own in Silver City. For more information, contact Friends of Coronado Site tour chairman Ron Overley 
<roverley@comcast.net> or request tour application directly from Tour New Mexico <tournewmexico.com>or 
505-883-9178.  
 

FRIDAY EVENING SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED FOR ASNM ANNUAL MEETING 
IN MORIARTY MAY 5–7 

 
The 2017 Annual Meeting of the Archaeological Society of New Mexico, hosted by the Torrance County 
Archaeological Society will be off to an early start at Moriarty Civic Center May 5. Three speakers will give an 
overview of the theme “The Peopling of Central New Mexico: Paleo to Pueblo” starting at 6:30 PM. Bruce Huckell 
will speak on recent thinking about the early peopling of the Americas, Bradley Vierra will develop current ideas 
concerning transition from hunter-gather to agriculture; and Michael Bletzer will summarize recent findings on 
the dissolution of the Salinas Pueblos and out-migration. An optional enchilada buffet will be available at 6 PM. 

Vendors and information table hours will be from 3 to 9 pm on Friday and from 8 am to 7 pm on Saturday. The 
program on Saturday morning May 6 will feature a series of invited papers dealing with various aspects from the 
entire period. Time has been reserved for volunteered papers in an afternoon session after the annual business 
meeting. The Awards Banquet and Bandelier Lecture will follow a social hour in the evening. The Bandelier 
speaker will be David Kilby. A selection of field trips will be offered on Sunday, May 7. 

Early booking is advised for ASNM group rates at two nearby Moriarty motels: Quality Inn (505-832-6666, 
choose option 2 to reach the Moriarty front desk) $80 plus taxes per night for one king or two double beds, full 
hot breakfast included, (no elevator, for ground floor room, reserve early); Sunset Motel (505-832-4234) $62 to 
$69).  
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Registration form and online registration form as well as a call for papers, posters, and vendors are posted on the 
TCAS and ASNM websites <tcasnm.org> and <newmexico-archaeology.org>. Papers and posters related to the 
theme “Peopling of Central New Mexico” are especially desirable, while papers and posters on other 
archaeological or anthropological topics will be welcome and included as time and space permit. Contact Nancy 
Woodworth <nancywoodworthnm@gmail.com> for vendor or information table requests with those words in the 
in the subject line.   

 
CALENDAR CHECK  

 
Free Lectures 

“How Humans & Apes Are Different and Why It Matters” by Augustín Fuentes Thursday, February 23 at 
7:30 PM in UNM Anthropology Lecture Hall 163.  Journal of Anthropological Research Distinguished Lecture.  

“Human Niche, Human Behavior, HumanNature” by Augustín Fuentes Friday, February 24 at 12 PM in 
UNM Anthropology 248.  Journal of Anthropological Research Specialized Seminar. 

Conferences 

Archaeological Society of New Mexico Annual Meeting May 5–7, 2017, Moriarty Civic Center. Online 
registration, call for papers, posters, and vendors and more information at <tcasnm.org> and <newmexico-
archaeology.org>. 

Pecos Conference August 10–13, at Pecos, New Mexico. Preliminary notice.  

 
 

ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO Box 4029, Albuquerque, NM 87196 
www.abqarchaeology.org 

www.facebook.com/abqarchsoc 

Annual Dues: For emailed Newsletter: Student no charge (provide copy of current ID); Basic $25; Sustaining 
$35+.  Print Newsletter by First Class Mail: Basic $30; Sustaining $40.  Institutions/Libraries: $10 for print 
Newsletter by First Class Mail, emailed Newsletter at no charge. 
 

2016 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
To contact officers or committee chairs, email info@abqarchaeology.org or consult Membership Directory.  

Current members can sign up for field trips at meetings or by emailing trips@abqarchaeology.org. 

Officers 

President  
    Carol Chamberland        
Vice Presidents:  
    Gretchen Obenauf          
    Ethan Ortega                  
Secretary: 
    Ginger Foerster             
Treasurer:  
    John Guth                      
Directors: 
    Evan Kay                        
    Marc Thompson            

Standing Committee Chairs 

Membership: 
     Judy Fair-Spaulding    
Newsletter: 
     Helen Crotty                
     Mailer: Lou Schuyler  
Archiving: 
     Karen Armstrong          
Rock Art Recording: 
     Dick Harris                  
     Carol Chamberland       
Greeter: 
    Sally McLaughlin           

Committee Chairs (continued) 

Field Trips 
    Pat Harris  
    Steve Rospopo             
Refreshments: 
    Ann Carson                   
Publicity:  
    Evan Kay                      
Pottery Southwest  
    Editor: M. Patricia Lee  
    Contact: Arlette Miller  
Webmaster 
    Evan Kay                      
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2017 
ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Renewal  ____   New ____ 
 

Name(s):  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:   __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address(es):  __________________________________________________________________________  

  (Please print email in capital letters to avoid confusing lower case letters, “r” and “v” for example) 

�  Please check this box if you do not wish your information to be printed in our annual directory.  (Federal law prohibits 
disclosing members’ contact information to anyone outside of the organization.) 
 
Please select a Membership category AND a Newsletter category: 
Membership category: 

Individual ____    Family ____ (no difference in dues) 

Electronic newsletter: 

Basic:  $25.00 ____    Student with current ID:  Free     Sustaining: $35.00+ ____ 

Newsletter by first class mail: 

Basic $30.00 ____    Sustaining: $40.00+_____ 

Institutions/Libraries:  

$10.00 ___    (newsletter sent by first class mail) 

    Free ___    (electronic newsletter only) 
 

 

I/We would be interested in working with the following committees: 

�  Greeters (name tags & guest signup at meetings);  
�  Membership (keep track of membership lists and send renewal notices) and/ or--- 
�  Assist Membership chair with display and signups at archaeological events; 
�  Field Trips (arrange for trip or assist chair with signups and follow up);  
�  Laboratory (assist with Hibben Center archival work); 
�  AAS Newsletter editorial assistant/trainee;  
�  AAS 50th Anniversary Volume Editor, assistant, researcher; 
�  Board of Directors and position desired;  
�  Other (describe on back). 
 
Under the Join AAS tab on our website abqarchaeology.com please click the upper right Pop-up icon to print this form, 
fill it out, and mail the form and your membership dues check (payable to the Albuquerque Archaeological Society or 
AAS) to: 

Treasurer, Albuquerque Archaeological Society, P.O. Box 4029, Albuquerque, NM  87196 
Questions about Membership? (address or email changes, current dues verification, etc.):  Email 

info@abqarchaeology.org 



AAS 2016 Financial Summary

Approved by Board 1/24/2017

BEGINING BALANCE        1/1/2016 $
Checking 5,476.67
Investments 13,000.00
Net Value 18,476.67

INCOME
Membership Dues 3,915.00
PSW & AAS Books & CDs 97.00
Donations 0.00
Interest 126.63
Income total 4,138.63

EXPENSES - Operating
ABQ Museum 1,264.18
Speaker Reimbursements 367.17
Post Office Box & Postage 315.75
Office Supplies & Copies 315.45
Internet 221.39
ASNM Affiliate Dues 65.00
State of NM Fees 21.25
Operating Expenses total 2,570.19

EXPENSES - Programs
AAS 50th Anniversary 2,092.46
The Archaeological Conservancy 500th Site 1,000.00
ASNM Scholarship Fund 500.00
Archaeology Southwest Membership 100.00
Programs Expenses total 3,692.46

INVESTMENTS
CD 5013   0.90%   6/30/17 4,000.00
CD 5047   1.24%   6/30/18 2,000.00
CD 5054   1.24%   6/30/18 2,000.00
CD 5021   1.19%   6/30/19 3,000.00
CD 5039   1.19%   6/30/19 2,000.00
Investments total 13,000.00

ENDING BALANCE          12/31/2016
Checking 3,352.65
Investments 13,000.00
Net Value 16,352.65
Net Change (2124.02) 

  

Internal Financial Review performed by Donna & Steve Rospopo on 1/19/2017
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1/13/2017

 
BEGINING BALANCE        1/1/2017 $  
Checking, actual 3,352.65
Investments 13,000.00
Net Value 16,352.65  

ESTIMATED INCOME
Membership Dues 3,500.00
PSW & AAS Books & CDs 50.00
Donations 0.00
Interest 120.00
Income total 3,670.00  

ESTIMATED EXPENSES - Operating
ABQ Museum 1,300.00
Speaker Reimbursements 350.00
Office Supplies & Copies 300.00
Internet 250.00
Post Office Box & Postage 250.00
ASNM Affiliate Dues 40.00
State of NM Fees 10.00
Operating Expenses total 2,500.00

ESTIMATED EXPENSES - Programs
Archaeology Southwest Membership 100.00
ASNM Scholarship Fund Contribution 500.00
Laurie Webster Cedar Mesa Perishables Project 500.00
Archaeological Conservancy Holmes Site 1,000.00
  
Programs Expenses total 2,100.00  

INVESTMENTS
CD 5013   0.90%   6/30/17 4,000.00
CD 5047   1.24%   6/30/18 2,000.00
CD 5054   1.24%   6/30/18 2,000.00
CD 5021   1.19%   6/30/19 3,000.00
CD 5039   1.19%   6/30/19 2,000.00
Investments total 13,000.00

ESTIMATED ENDING BALANCE       12/31/2017
Checking 2,422.65
Investments 13,000.00
Net Value 15,422.65
Potential Net Change (930.00) 
  

▪ Continue to obtain most income from membership dues.

▪ Set dues to cover operating expenses, with some left over for program activities.  

           - Currently $25 for individuals and families/partners

▪ Continue to contribute to regional Programs of interest to AAS as budget permits, allow checking or CD

   balances to drift down.   

▪ Maintain laddered CDs to have timely access to fund should an appropriate program opportunity

   arise with funding requirements in excess of the checking balance.

AAS 2017 BUDGET PLAN
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POINT PUEBLO, A GREAT HOUSE COMMUNITY IN THE 

MIDDLE SAN JUAN 

Linda Wheelbarger 

7:30 PM, Tuesday March 21, 2017 

Albuquerque Museum of Art and History 

2000 Mountain Road NW 

San Juan College field school excavations at Point Pueblo in Farmington, New Mexico, have revealed a great 

house with attached great kiva constructed of both local vernacular and stylized Chacoan Type II architecture. 

Extensive early southern influence, AD 850–1050, is based on the dominant presence of Red Mesa Black-on-
white pottery. The great kiva floors demonstrate a continuous ritual placement of artifacts subsequent to a major 

ritual remodeling event of the floor and roof support piers, apparently completed in the late AD 1100s. A large pit 

containing over 600 sherds present at the southern edge of the great kiva interior may have been used for 

communal offerings.  A new type of great kiva floor feature was discovered on the remodeled floor wherein a 

horizontal arch of cobbles set in clay was constructed extending out from the northern and southern ends of the 

remodeled eastern Chacoan roof support piers. Numerous small to medium pit features were constructed on the 

remodeled floor and then capped before use of the great kiva continued through to the end of the AD 1200s. Point 

Pueblo exemplifies ritual complexity of the Middle San Juan region during the Chacoan time period.    

Linda Wheelbarger is a professional archaeologist who has worked in the Southwest for 40 years.  In the summer 

of 1978 as a graduate student at Washington State University, she helped to excavate sites in the proposed McPhee 

Reservoir area under Dr. David Breternitz and Dr. Bill Lipe through the Dolores Archaeological Project (DAP).  

She fell in love with the Southwest and moved here in 1979 to build her archaeological career by continuing to 

work at the DAP in 1979 and 1980.  Through the early 1980s, Wheelbarger worked on several large survey 

projects while settling permanently in the city of Farmington, New Mexico by 1981.  After working as a contract 

archaeologist for several years at the Salmon Ruins Division of Conservation Archaeology, she obtained a full-

time position in that field at the San Juan College (SJC) Cultural Resources Management Program in 1987.  She 

became co-director of the SJC contract archaeology office in 1991 with Meredith Matthews and began teaching 

the college’s field school in 1999 and other archaeology classes in 2005.  Although Wheelbarger retired from the 

contract archaeology segment of her career in 2010, she continues to teach the field school, archaeology 

internships, and both credit and non-credit classes through the SJC Community Learning Center as well as 

continuing with public archaeology commitments and conference presentations.      

 

AAS DUES FOR 2017 RENEWAL DEADLINE MARCH 31, 2017 

Thanks to everyone who has already renewed. To those who haven’t but who want to stay on the membership list, 

please fill out the attached membership form and mail it with your check to Treasurer, Albuquerque 

Archaeological Society, PO Box 4029, Albuquerque NM 87196, or bring both to the meeting.   
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MINUTES OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

February 21, 2017 

President Carol Chamberland called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM welcoming visitors. 

Refreshments were provided by Joan Mathien, Cindy Carson, and Ann Carson. Carol invited everyone to enjoy 

refreshments after the meeting. 

January Meeting Minutes were approved as published in the Newsletter. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

John Guth reported a balance of $4150 in the AAS checking account. He reminded attendees to review the 

February newsletter for a written summary of the 2016 finances and the proposed budget for 2017. The 2017 

budget includes letting the net value of $16,000 “drift down” for donations to programs similar to those of the last 

four years, including, the Archaeological Society of New Mexico Scholarship Fund, The Archaeological 

Conservancy Holmes Group Site, and the Cedar Mesa Perishables Project. Carol thanked Donna and Steve 

Respopo for conducting the internal review of AAS finances. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership – Judy Fair- Spaulding: Will start sending out reminder notices next month and requested that 

people “pay up!” 

Archiving – Karen Armstrong: The group The Bolack Ranch project is being processed currently. Karen invited 

others to join the group on Wednesdays at 8:30 AM in the basement of the Hibben building to participate in the 

archiving. 

Rock Art – Dick Harris: The team went out to a Rio Puerco site on this date and recorded a panel of petroglyphs 

with “probable solar markers”. The team had three good days of scouting in the past month. Carol remarked that 

she will resume being a team leader for a large winter project south of Albuquerque until the weather heats up, 

when they will move to northerly sites. 

Field Trips – Pat Harris: Trips are planned through July, and signups for March, April, and May are available 

tonight.  The March 12 field trip will be to Arrowhead Pueblo in Pecos National Historic Park. The January 22 

tour of the Mabel Dodge Lujan exhibit at the Albuquerque Museum and the January 28 trip to Soccoro and 

Magdalena for “A Livestock Driveway” were well attended.  Thirty-four people are signed up for the Maxwell-

Hibben Collections tour on February 25. Pat reminded everyone that field trips are for current AAS members only 

and that it is important that everyone hike within his/her capabilities. [Ed.: For more information on upcoming 

trips see Spring Field Trips on page 4.] 

ONGOING BUSINESS 

Carol Chamberland called for members’ approval of the proposed budget for 2017, and the motion passed 

Carol reported that as a result of having a children's art show during our 50th anniversary celebration, she was 

invited to visit two schools to speak on rock art and that the children were enthusiastic. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Gretchen Obenauf reported that member Mark Rosenbloom, former AAS Webmaster was diagnosed with cancer, 

and she asked his friends in AAS to sign a card for him that she passed around the room. 

Gretchen introduced Bradley Vierra, who presented a New Mexico Archeological Council Lifetime Achievement 

Award to longtime AAS member and archaeologist Carol Condie.  

The business meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.  

Respectfully submitted by Ginger Foerster, Secretary 

SPEAKER 

Bradley Vierra provided the following summary of his talk. 
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FORAGING TO FARMING IN THE AMERICAN SOUTHWEST 

Bradley J. Vierra, Ph.D. 

It was V. Gordon Childe who characterized the shift from foraging to farming as the Neolithic Revolution. The 

term revolution implies abrupt and significant change coupled with possible conflict. However, the transition from 

foraging to farming economies was probably more dynamic, diverse and closely related to historical factors than 

previously considered. The use of domesticated plants spread widely across the American Southwest from 

Mexico. Research has traditionally focused on the movement of farming communities across the region that 
displaced or subsumed local foragers. However, various aspects of this process have been debated in respect to 

the effects of climate change, the expansion of farming populations, the integration of cultigens into local foraging 

economies, the coexistence of foragers and farmers, sedentism, diet breadth, the effects of a farming economy on 

fertility and health, and the importance of social or communal activities.  

This lecture presented a discussion on the distinction between the Archaic and Neolithic, the origins of agriculture 

and the dispersal of maize cultivation across the region, early agricultural villages, and how this process might 

have played out in the northern Rio Grande Valley. The Archaic is defined as a hunter-gathering lifestyle with 

people residing in small groups that seasonally moved across the landscape. They hunted with the spear and atlatl, 

and used baskets for containers. Recent research indicates that maize entered the Southwest about 4,000 to 5,000 

years ago during the Late Archaic, with the oldest directly dated specimen being from Las Capas in Tucson (ca. 

5500 B.P.). This cultigen spread quite rapidly across the Southwest; both as people moved and as maize was 

integrated into local economies. The Neolithic is defined by the presence of villages, increased sedentism, a greater 

reliance of cultigens, the use of pottery and the bow and arrow. Therefore, Neolithic villages did not begin until 

several thousand years after the arrival of maize to the Southwest.  

As previously noted, most researchers perceived of Archaic foragers as living in small groups of two to three 

households; however, the excavations at the Las Capas and other sites in the Tucson Basin, and at Cerro 

Juanaqueña in Chihuahua, Mexico radically changed this perspective. Approximately 5,000 features consisting of 

pithouses, bell-shaped storage pits, roasting pits, small pits, burials, middens and irrigation canals have been 

excavated at the Las Capas site. The site was periodically occupied from ca. 2300 to 730 B.C. Several perspectives 

have been offered in respect to what all this means. One is that Las Capas represents one of the earliest villages 

in the Southwest. Another perspective argues that Las Capas and other similar sites in the Tucson Basin are simply 

large palimpsests that have been repeatedly occupied over time. A third perspective suggests that Las Capas was 

occupied during periods of drought when people expanded their diet to include an increased reliance on maize. 

Otherwise, they lived along the edge of the floodplain and narrowed their diet to mostly include wild plants during 

wet periods. Lastly, a fourth perspective suggests that Las Capas was occupied during the growing season, and 

then people moved to higher elevations along the edge of the floodplain during the winter months.  

Cerro Juanaqueña is a Late Archaic trinchera site. That is, a hilltop that is covered with about 550 terraces and 

150 rock rings. This site is the largest of over 10 sites in the area which appear to have been occupied during two 

periods of increased rainfall (ca. 1250 and 300 B.C.). Archaeologists suggest that the increased rainfall provided 

an abundance of maize that both increased population growth and created a situation of competition between 

settlements. Yet, it is unclear why they initially integrated maize into their diet, whether the occupants were 

migrants or local inhabitants, and who they were defending their stored foods from.  

Although pottery is a hallmark of the Neolithic it now appears that the earliest pottery in the Southwest actually 

occurred during the Late Archaic and the first few centuries B.C. The evidence at Las Capas indicates that both 

unfired and fired figurines and small bowls were present at the site. The small bowls may have been used for ritual 

purposes. On the other hand, the typical globular jars were initially used during the first few centuries A.D. and 

are associated with the beginnings of the Neolithic. These jars could be used for a variety of tasks including 

cooking, storage and serving vessels. Indeed, they were the original “crockpots” that could be set to cook while 

women conducted other activities. 

The Archaic spear and atlatl was efficient at hunting large game with a strong impact shock; however, it was not 

accurate and therefore you needed to have several hunters working together. By contrast, the Neolithic bow and 
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arrow was much more accurate, and could be repeatedly shot by a single hunter. It was much more efficient at 

hunting a variety of game from large to small.  

Not all early villages across the Southwest were the same. For example, early villages in the northern Southwest 

consisted of a row of rooms that faced out onto a plaza that contained pithouses and farther out at the edge of the 

site was the midden. The amount of rainfall varied every year so people often moved, and competed against each 

other for arable land. Yet, they did periodically come together for communal gatherings at great kivas or dance 

circles. On the other hand, early villages in southern Arizona contained separate courtyard groups. That is, you 

had several separate groups of pithouses focused around a single courtyard, with all the separate courtyard groups 

oriented towards a large central plaza. In this case, the groups worked together to irrigate their fields, were less 

mobile and experienced less conflict than their northern counterparts.  

So, how does all this relate to the forager to farmer transition in the northern Rio Grande Valley? Well, one 

possible scenario is that the local residents had to make an important decision during a severe drought from circa 

A.D. 200 to 500. Some of the residents in the Albuquerque area moved to the Puerco River Valley, became more 

dependent on maize, and lived in early villages. By contrast, those residents living farther north in the Santa Fe 

area continued to live a foraging lifestyle with maize only being a supplement to the diet. One of the important 

characteristics of early villages is a marked increase in population growth. This population eventually occupied 

much of the Albuquerque area and began to move northward up the valley circa A.D. 600 to 900. Initially the 

Santa Fe area contained evidence of people ranging from foragers to farmers, with the possibility of mutual trade 

relationships between these groups circa A.D. 1000 to 1200.  Oral history at Taos Pueblo indicates that two groups 

of people may have resided in that area during the A.D. 1000s to 1100s. The northern group were hunters and 

were known as the winter people; whereas, the southern group were farmers and were known as the summer 

people. Pot Creek Pueblo is located in the area of the southern group. Evidence from the excavations at Pot Creek 

Pueblo indicates that two groups of people may have lived there during the A.D. 1200s. That is, the northern part 

of the pueblo may have been occupied by foragers, vs. the southern part of the pueblo by farmers. This is based 

on several facts. For example, the northern roomblocks are oriented towards the winter solstice and the southern 

roomblocks towards the summer solstice. Studies of the human remains indicated that women residing in the 

southern roomblocks were similar to farmers, and that milling bins were only located in this area of the site; 

whereas, women in the northern part of the pueblo looked more like foragers. Lastly, a kiva was ritually closed 

that contained evidence of hunting activities on the north side and agriculture on the south side. Overall, it’s 

possible that the evidence from Pot Creek Pueblo represents an example of foragers and farmers residing together 

in a single village. If so, the origins of the winter and summer moieties currently found at Taos Pueblo has its 

origins in this duality of forager and farmer.  

Dr. Vierra has edited a book entitled The Archaic Southwest: Foragers in an Arid Land which will be available 

this fall from the University of Utah Press.  

 

AAS SPRING FIELD TRIPS  
 

Signups for the March 12 trip to Arrowhead Pueblo, the April 22 trip to the Magdalena Pueblo/Gallinas Springs 

Pueblo, and the May 20 trip to the Three Sisters sites were available at the February meeting. Others may sign up 

at meetings or by emailing trips@abqarchaeology.org.  Field Trip Chair Pat Harris has trips planned through July, 

some with easy access and others that may involve more difficult hiking on uneven surfaces or even some 

strenuous climbing.  The April trip is a two-hour drive each way, but the sites can be viewed from the cars—or 

reached by hiking across an arroyo.  The May trip is a very long day, starting with a 1½-hour drive to Willard and 

then a 40-mile trek over unmaintained forest roads to the sites. The “Sisters” Pueblos Blanco and Colorado are 

relatively easy to walk to and around, but the third and most southerly “Sister,” Pueblo de la Mesa requires a 

strenuous scramble over a 45-degree talus slope.   

Pat asks that field trip participants be aware of their own physical limitations and not attempt hikes beyond their 

personal fitness levels, particularly in remote areas where there may be no cell phone reception and emergency 

medical services are a long way away.  Pat will send emails to those on the signup sheets with descriptions of the 

trip including the hiking difficulty, mileage, condition of the trials so people can decide if they want to participate.  

mailto:trips@abqarchaeology.org
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CAROL CONDIE RECEIVES NEW MEXICO ARCHEOLGICAL COUNCIL 2106 LIFETIME 

AWARD IN ARCHAELOGYAT AAS FEBRUARY MEETING 
  

Bradley Vierra of the New Mexico Archeological Council 

presented Carol Condie with the Council’s Lifetime in 

Archaeology Award for 2016 at the AAS February 

meeting.  Among Carol’s achievements are her having 

started the first woman-owned Cultural Resource 

Management firm in Albuquerque, her service as a 

member of the Board of Directors of The Archaeological 

Conservancy and a former president of NMAC, and her 

persistence in lobbying for the establishment of Petro-

glyph National Monument and in pursuing the Albu-

querque Archaeological Ordinance and the position of 

City/County Archaeologist. She is a longtime member and 

former board member of AAS and has also been a member 

of the Board of Trustees of the Archaeological Society of 

New Mexico and an editor of its annual volume of 

collected papers.   

CALENDAR CHECK  
 

Archaeological Society of New Mexico Annual Meeting May 5–7, 2017, Moriarty Civic Center. Online 

registration, call for papers, posters, and vendors and more information at <tcasnm.org> and <newmexico-

archaeology.org>. 

Pecos Conference August 10–13, at Pecos, New Mexico. Preliminary notice.  

 

ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO Box 4029, Albuquerque, NM 87196 

www.abqarchaeology.org 

www.facebook.com/abqarchsoc 

Annual Dues: For emailed Newsletter: Student no charge (provide copy of current ID); Basic $25; Sustaining 

$35+.  Print Newsletter by First Class Mail: Basic $30; Sustaining $40.  Institutions/Libraries: $10 for print 

Newsletter by First Class Mail, emailed Newsletter at no charge. 

 

2016 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

To contact officers or committee chairs, email info@abqarchaeology.org or consult Membership Directory.  

Current members can sign up for field trips at meetings or by emailing trips@abqarchaeology.org. 

Officers 

President  

    Carol Chamberland        

Vice Presidents:  

    Gretchen Obenauf          

    Ethan Ortega                  

Secretary: 

    Ginger Foerster             
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    Marc Thompson            
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Membership: 

     Judy Fair-Spaulding    
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Archiving: 

     Karen Armstrong          

Rock Art Recording: 

     Dick Harris                  

     Carol Chamberland       

Greeter: 

    Sally McLaughlin           
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Field Trips 

    Pat Harris  

    Steve Rospopo             

Refreshments: 

    Ann Carson                   

Publicity:  

    Evan Kay                      
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    Editor: M. Patricia Lee  

    Contact: Arlette Miller  
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    Evan Kay
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Address:   __________________________________________________________________________________ 
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RELIGION AND REBELLION IN 17TH CENTURY NEW MEXICO 

 

 
Matthew J. Barbour 

 

7:30 PM, Tuesday May 16, 2017 

Albuquerque Museum of Art and History 

2000 Mountain Road NW 

 

 

 
The Pueblo Revolt of 1680 did not occur in a vacuum. It represents the nexus in a broader century of 

religious and political conflict between the Spanish and Native American in New Mexico. This 

presentation will discuss the arrival of the Franciscan missionaries and the impacts Catholicism had on 

Pueblo culture resulting in both conflict and accommodation. Underlying these interactions is a lesson 

of tolerance that remains relevant to this day. 

 

 

Matthew Barbour holds BA (2002) and MA (2010) degrees in Anthropology from the University of New 

Mexico and has worked for the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs since 2002. Currently, Mr. 

Barbour is the Regional Manager of Coronado and Jemez Historic Sites. Throughout his fifteen year 

career, he has published over 200 nonfiction articles and monographs. In 2012, and again in 2014, Mr. 

Barbour was awarded the City of Santa Fe Heritage Preservation Award for Excellence in Archaeology. 
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MINUTES OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

April 18, 2017 

President Carol Chamberland called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM, welcoming visitors and new members. 

Refreshments were provided by Eve Fain and Ann and Cindy Carson. Carol invited everyone to enjoy a snack, 

beverage and conversation after the meeting. 

March meeting minutes were approved and will stand as published in the April Newsletter. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

John Guth reported a balance of $4460 in the checking account and added that “everything is OK and everything 

is paid for.” 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership – Judy Fair- Spaulding asked people to renew their memberships. Mary Raje will be Judy's 

replacement as Membership Chair. 

Newsletter – Helen Crotty announced that Marc Thompson agreed to be new proofreader for the Newsletter. 

Helen asked for volunteers to help with the second 25 years anniversary volume. 

Archives – Karen Armstrong: The archives group has only six more boxes to process to complete the Bollack 

Box B site project but there may be other Bollack sites to keep the group busy until the end of the semester. 

Anyone who would like to join the Wednesday archiving group is welcome. 

Rock Art – Carol Chamberland: The team is working on a “rather precarious and growing” site, adding that the 

job “keeps getting bigger and bigger.” They will soon retreat north as the weather is getting too hot at this site. 

Field Trips – Pat Harris: A new rating system was developed to indicate the physical requirements such as 

elevation, terrain, and road conditions for each hike. She asked that these requirements be reviewed by participants 

to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all. [Ed: For more information on upcoming trips please see Field Trips 

section of this newsletter on page 4.] 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Gretchen Obenauf reported that member Mark Rosenbloom passed away on April 8. He was our first Webmaster 

and also served as Vice President. There will be a memorial service sometime after May 15th. 

Ethan Ortega had two announcements: 1) The Coronado Historic Site will have a music and beer event called 

“Reggae on the River” on Saturday, May 27; and 2) an opportunity to dig at Kuaua will run May 15 to June 30 

[Ed: See page 4 for more information]. 

Nancy Woodworth gave an overview of the Archaeological Society of New Mexico’s Annual Meeting May 5–

7 in Moriarty. There will be speakers on Friday evening as well as 11 presentations on Saturday, an Awards 

Banquet Saturday evening, and field trips on Sunday. 

SPEAKER 

Ethan Ortega introduced Leon Natker, a graduate student at Eastern New Mexico University, who spoke about 

Chupadero Black-on-white pottery and communities of practice and identity at the Hiner Ruin.  Mr. Natker 

provided the following synopsis of his talk. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Ginger Foerster, Secretary. 
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CHUPADERO BLACK-ON-WHITE: AN ANALYSIS OF DESIGN 

By Leon Natker 

Produced in east central New Mexico over an area of more than 8200 square miles, Chupadero Black-on-white pottery was 

the longest lived of all the Black-on-white types produced in the Southwest, manufactured from approximately AD 1150 to 

the early 1500s.  Chupadero Black-on-white was also extensively exchanged. The technical and design style, based on rim 

morphology, wall thickness, and painted decoration, appears to remain constant throughout this long period.  Earlier 

researchers have commented on this apparent anomaly. Al Hayes claimed, after sorting over 15,000 sherds from Gran Quivira 

through all of its temporal horizons, that there is no discernable difference. Jane Kelley mused that this apparent consistency 

argued against family production. My research uses an analysis of technical and painted design style, to characterize a 

community of practice.  

A community of practice is a group of people who learn from each other, sharing information and experiences in the process 

of developing a craft or imparting knowledge. In the Southwest we are used to the idea of a community of practice within a 

pueblo, or between a close knit group of pueblos. The community of practice that produced Chupadero, the so-called Jornada 

Mogollon, runs north to south from the Estancia Basin to the Peñasco drainage, and east to west from the Pecos drainage to 

the Manzano and Capitan Mountains. In terms of exchange, Chupadero has been found at sites from Texas to Arizona, and 

from the Galisteo Basin near Santa Fe to Casas Grandes in Chihuahua 

Chupadero Black-on-white was first described by Mera in 1931. In terms of production, the same two basic forms, jar and 

bowl, account for 98% of the known vessels. The construction of Chupadero Black-on-white is unique among Southwestern 

white wares. Both the bowl and jar form are started with a flat disc, sometimes referred to as a pancake. From the disc, coils 

are added and built up, then smoothed. The inside of the jars and the outside of the bowls are then striated, with an as yet 

unidentified tool. The decoration on jars always includes a band around the largest portion of the jar and one around the neck. 

The two bands are never connected, leaving a blank area between the neck and the largest portion of the vessel, and between 

the band and the bottom of the jar. Previous research suggests the designs are almost universally geometric. One of the unique 

aspects of Chupadero design is the use of opposing saw-toothed patterns to create rhomboid shapes, sometimes becoming 

diamond lozenges, resembling what Europeans would call a harlequin pattern. Designs on jars were executed in a series of 

panels, with at least four and as many as eight panels comprising the design. Bowl designs are continuous from rim to base, 

usually with divisions into four or six sections. Divisions of three and five sections have been observed. Chupadero was also 

always manufactured with mineral paint, the producers never transitioned to organic paint to make black-on-white.  

In order to examine how learning may have been transmitted I conducted an analysis on high and low visibility attributes. 

High visibility attributes are defined as those easily seen with the naked eye. I have catalogued a total of 2274 sherds at seven 

different sites. These sites are: the Kite site, a twelfth century pithouse; the Hiner site, a thirteenth century jacal roomblock 

with a kiva; Filingen, a Pueblo III era stand-alone structure; Angus, a late Glencoe phase site; Phillip’s Ranch, a Lincoln 

phase site; Mescalero Sands, a camp site with elements dating from numerous time periods; and Gran Quivira, one of the last 

Salinas mission pueblos. Mescalero Sands has no dwellings. It contains artifacts that date from the Archaic. The current 

hypothesis is that it was an interaction site between Plains people and Pueblo mountain people used for exchange. In terms 

of Chupadero production, these sites span 500 years and the entire north to south range of Chupadero production. 

The first attribute I examined was wall thickness. Clark (2006) in her study, reported that the mean sherd thickness in Sierra 

Blanca Chupadero production, was 5.7 mm for jars and 5.8 mm for bowls. In my research, all seven sites are normally 

distributed and have a cumulative mean sherd thickness of 5.75 mm. In modern industrial terms, Chupadero Black-on-white 

was manufactured to a tolerance of .4 mm over a 500 year period. For the design elements, I coded each element for presence 

or absence. Using Cluster Analysis with Ward linkage and Euclidean distance, seven clusters were produced with 95% of the 

sherds showing a similarity level of 98 or greater. A Principal Component Analysis of these attributes shows them all 

clustering on top of one another. Even when divided by time—Kite and Gran Quivira—, or area—Gran Quivira and Phillip’s 

Ranch—they still cluster together. 

My research explores the community of practice that produced Chupadero Black-on-white. Did potters throughout central 

New Mexico draw from a collective pool of knowledge which told them how to finish and decorate a Chupadero vessel, and 

how did they pass this knowledge on? I argue that the uniformity seen in Chupadero technical and decorative style through 

time and across space shows a community of practice with a canon of traits that had to be observed. In addition, this 

community had the means to communicate this canon.  The canon may be a historical remnant of shared concepts of social 

identity that served to link the highly dispersed populations that resided throughout these areas of central New Mexico 

beginning in the late Pueblo II Period. Ethnoarchaeological research suggests that this type of production indicates a heritable 

lineage. A clan or family group owned the rights to the traits observed in Chupadero. 

The design of an artifact, its morphology and texture, its mass and engineering, and its decoration are the elements that give 

the artifact “style.” Style then can convey information. The more visible a stylistic attribute, the easier it is for it to 
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communicate. The information on an artifact can be used to communicate membership in a social group both intra- and inter-

community. Voluntary conformity to stylistic traits indicates shared belief systems. This voluntary behavior reflects group 

solidarity and shared affiliations, a common cultural heritage that in this case dates back to the Pueblo II Period. The other, 

perhaps larger, question is: How did they transmit knowledge? In the Southwest we are used to the idea of observation and 

imitation as a means of transmitting knowledge. But where did the makers of Chupadero observe? The presence of Chupadero 

at Mescalero Sands is a tantalizing clue. Historically, we are aware of large gatherings for trade at the Salinas Pueblos. If 

large groups of people regularly congregated at the same place year after year for exchange, this would have presented an 

opportunity to share knowledge and instruct young people in the technical aspects of craft production.  

Toll (2006) points out that pottery decoration at Chaco “was an important means of demonstrating subscription to the concepts 

and relationships of the ultra-community.” He goes on to explain that the use of designs is centered in community goals that 

have their basis not only in exchangeability, but in social concepts that include group membership. The makers of Chupadero, 

wanted to be part of the “ultra-community” by adhering to the canon of Chupadero traits—wall thickness, rim shape, scoring, 

and design elements—but they were also making a product for exchange. This combination argues for a large community of 

practice that involved some type of kin centered specialization in order to maintain a standardized product that could be 

exchanged. 

References Cited 

Clark, Tiffany 
2006    Production, Exchange, and Social Identity: A Study of Chupadero Black-On-White 
            Pottery.  Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Arizona State University, Phoenix. 
Toll, H. Wolcott 
2006    Organization of Production. In The Archaeology of Chaco Canyon: An Eleventh- 

         Century PuebloRegional Center, edited by Stephen H. Lekson, pp. 117-151. School of 
         American Research Press, Santa Fe. 

 

UPCOMING AAS FIELD TRIPS  
 

Field trip chair Pat Harris reports that the May 13 trip to Tsirege and the May 20 trip to Three Sisters are filled. There are still 

openings for the June 10 trip to Ku near Ojo Caliente. This is classified as a D Level hike = Difficult. Participants must be 

experienced hikers with no recent medical problems (Must have a doctor’s ok if recent). Must have high clearance vehicle, 

NO SEDANS. 

The AAS membership is invited to Coronado Historic Site on May 27 at 10:30.  There will be a nature and culture walk led 

by Ethan Ortega, Ranger, on the grounds of CHS.  Participants will also visit the excavation site. They can bring their lunch 

for a picnic under the ramadas. Also occurring on this day is the Reggae at the River featuring Emmett Garcia Native 

American storyteller at 11:15 and music at 1:30. There will be food trucks including Jambo Café.  Admission is free on this 

day. 

A tour of Jemez Historic Site is being considered for July. This will be an A level hike = Easy. 

 
DIG KUAUA!  

Matthew J. Barbour, Regional Manager, Coronado and Jemez Historic Sites 

Beginning on May 15 and running until June 30, the Office of Archaeological Studies will be performing 

archaeological investigations at Coronado Historic Site. This project, entitled Dig Kuaua! will include hand-

excavation of test units throughout Kuaua Pueblo and the surrounding refuse piles (middens). It has the potential 

of yielding hundreds, if not thousands, of artifacts. Architecture dating to the 1500s will also be unearthed.  

Want to see the dig? Visit Coronado Historic Site. Docent led tours of the archaeological excavation and the 

painted kiva will occur on the hour. This is an opportunity for visitors to interact with archaeologists on an active 

dig. Come back regularly and watch the interpretations of the site change as more is uncovered. Learn what makes 

Coronado Historic Site such a remarkable place. 

Want to be involved? Join the Friends of Coronado Historic Site. As a member you will receive free admission to 

Coronado Historic Site and many activities, such as demonstrations and lectures. You will also receive Friends’ 

quarterly newsletter and email notices of programs, trips, and other special events.  
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Most important, Friends of Coronado Historic Site members are invited to participate in Dig Kuaua! Tasks 

available to volunteers include sorting artifacts, screening sediments, ceramic analysis, and light digging—under 

the supervision of a professional archaeologist.  

If you are interested, join the Friends of Coronado Historic Site by filling out the form available at 

https://kuaua.com/friends/membership/. Then contact Dig Kuaua! Coordinator Ethan Ortega and get your email 

address added to the volunteer list. This list will keep you up-to-date regarding the dig and opportunities to work 

at the site. Coordinator Ortega can be reached at 505-867-5351 or ethan.ortega@state.nm.us. 

 
Recent investigations at Tzelaqui/Sevilleta Pueblo 

By Michael Bletzer 

 

Over the last few months, several short fieldwork sessions at the 

Ancestral/Colonial Piro pueblo of Tzelaqui/ Sevilleta have revealed 

additional walls of a large Spanish compound (Areas III, IIIE, VI) 

(Figure 1) in the center of the pueblo, and have helped to differentiate 

between the pueblo’s main pre- and post-contact components. The 

post-contact components formed a significant structural expansion of 

the pueblo in the years after the establishment of the mission of San 

Luis Obispo in 1627/28. The mission compound was identified last 

October and consists of a small rectilinear church (12.5 x 5 meters) 

and an attached convento block of possibly four or five rooms (Figure 

1). Size and layout very likely correspond to the mission’s founding 

phase, which paralleled the reestablishment of the pueblo after a 

period of abandonment due to an attack by unspecified enemies. As 

at other missions of the period (Abó, Quarai, Pilabó, Socorro), the 

Franciscan missionaries may have intended eventually to expand on 

the initial San Luis Obispo church and convento. If this was the plan, 

it never happened. Instead, by the late 1630s San Luis Obispo had 

become a visita of the Nuestra Señora mission at Pilabó/Socorro 

Pueblo. Records are scant, but the visita seems to have been used up 

to the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. 

 

 

The central Spanish compound is located north of 

the mission between two pre-contact room blocks 

(Figures 1, 2). It encloses a plaza on the west, south, 

and east sides. Across the north side extends a large 

pre-contact room block (Area IV) (Figure 1). The 

western and eastern parts of the compound are 

connected by a 40-meter-long wall which includes a 

single large structure and which has only two narrow 

entrances. The compound includes at least two other 

structures measuring more than 11x3 meters. The 

entire arrangement has a somewhat presidio-like 

appearance to it and it is possible that the eastern 

part of the compound (Area VI) may have housed a 

squad of militia troops in the later 1600s. Period documents refer to such garrisons at several Rio Grande Piro 

pueblos in the early 1670s. The   

Figure 1. Main Spanish components at Tzelaqui/ 

Sevilleta Pueblo. 

Figure 2. Areas III and IIIE of Spanish Compound. 

https://kuaua.com/friends/membership/
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Figures 3 and 4.. Malla (chain mail armor) fragment 

consisting of 39 welded links and lead balls raging from 

freshly cast (left) to fired and impact-flattened (right). 

 

compound’s overall function remains obscure, 

however. The bulk of the structures may relate 

to the collection of tribute from the Salinas Piro 

and Tiwa pueblos. Documents from the 1660s 

indicate that Sevilleta served as a sort of transshipment point for salt, piñon, and hides collected in Las Salinas. 

Initial testing of one room has so far failed to clarify the issue.  

In addition, metal-detector sampling along the pueblo’s northern and southern periphery has produced some 200 

metal artifacts, the bulk of them chain mail armor fragments and lead balls, unfired and fired, and specimens of 

raw lead and lead casting residues (Figures 3, 4). The spatial distribution of materially and functionally different 

metal objects and the distribution of morphologically different lead artifacts suggest different episodes of 

deposition possibly across the entire contact and early colonial period from about 1581 to 1681. Thus there appears 

to be an extensive multi-use campsite with thermal features on the south side of the pueblo, south of the mission 

compound and the last room block built at the pueblo. On the north side, several thermal features with associated 

bones and metal artifacts (iron fragments, pins/awls, nails, armor links) also indicate camping (though more 

limited than on the south side of the pueblo), but as the bulk of impact-flattened lead balls is from the same area, 

it looks as if the pueblo at some point was attacked from the north and north-east by enemies equipped with 

firearms (presumably Spanish forces). There is also a linear trail of metal objects along a faint swale just southeast 

of the pueblo that may be the Camino Real and a branch leading into the pueblo. Artifacts along the possible road 

segment include eighteenth and early nineteenth century material. 

 

PECOS CONFERENCE 2017 REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
 
Register online or by mail for the Conference taking place August 10-13 just outside Santa Fe on Rowe Mesa.  

To register online, go to www.pecosconference.org and choose Attendee Registration page where you can pay 

through PayPal; or you can register by downloading the form and mailing it with your check c/o Site Stewards 

Foundation, PO Box 32224, Santa Fe, NM 87594. Registration for presenters and vendors is not open yet, but 

will be available soon. 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

Mark Rosenblum 

 
Mark Rosenblum, a long-time member of AAS, former Vice President, and our first Webmaster, died of cancer 

on Saturday, April 8, 2017.  Originally from New York, Mark worked as an engineer for Norfolk Grumman and 

other companies around the country. He retired from New York to Las Lunas in 2001. 

During his years here, Mark lived his motto “The purpose of life is to have a purpose,” every day. In addition to 

pursuing his interests in computers, archaeology and music, Mark played Santa Claus for several years and was a 

tireless volunteer and advocate for many organizations throughout Valencia County, including the Valencia 

County Animal Shelter, Belen Public Library, SiteWatch, Retired Seniors Volunteer Program, and the Valencia 

County Democratic Party. He will be remembered and missed by many. 

A memorial will be held at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday, May 17, at the Belen Public Library.  

 

http://www.pecosconference.org/
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE 
 
Interior Department lists Monuments under Review. Opportunity for Public Comments Opens May 13.The 

department of the Interior on May 8 announced the first ever formal public comment period for members of  the 

public to officially weigh in on monument designations under the antiquities Act of 1906, and the Department 

released a list of monuments  under review under the President’s Executive order 13792, issued April 26, 2017.  

A public comment period is not required for monument designations under the Antiquities Act; however, Secretary 

of the Interior Ryan Zinke and President Trump both strongly believe that local input is a critical component of 

federal land management.  Comments may be submitted online after May 12 at http;//www.regulations.gov by 

entering “DOI-2017-0002”in the Search bar and clicking “Search,” or by mail to Monument Review, MS-1530, 

US Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street NW, Washington DC 20240.  https://on.doi.gov/2qdXOL1. US 

Department of the Interior. [From Southwest Archaeology Today, a service of Archaeology Southwest.] 
 

CALENDAR CHECK  
 

Pecos Conference August 10–13, near Rowe, New Mexico. See notice page 6. Go to www.pecosconference.org 

to register and for further details. 
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IN SEARCH OF THE SEVENTH PARROT: A TALE OF LOOTING, 

ARCHAEOLOGY, AND A MISSING BIRD IN THE UPPER FORKS 

OF THE GILA RIVER, SOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO 

 
 Chris Turnbow 

 

7:30 PM, Tuesday June 20, 2017 

Albuquerque Museum of Art and History 

2000 Mountain Road NW 

 

 
Our story of the seventh parrot began in 2000 when looters damaged five Classic Mimbres sites on Gila 

National Forest property in the Upper Forks of the Gila River. Following their arrest and conviction, site 

stabilization and research on the damaged areas were undertaken through a joint agreement between the 

Gila National Forest and the Museum of New Mexico’s Laboratory of Anthropology. This paper presents 

the highlights of the ARPA (Archaeological Resources Protection Act) case, research investigations in 

this little known portion of the Mimbres homeland, and whether we ever found that bird. 

 

Chris Turnbow, archaeologist and environmental scientist with the New Mexico Gas Company, has broad 

professional experience in archaeology and anthropology that spans 40 years in cultural resource 

management, museums, and historic preservation compliance.  His research on Paleoindian, Archaic, 

Ancestral Pueblo, and Spanish Colonial occupations has given him a thorough understanding of New 

Mexico’s rich cultural heritage.  He has served as associate director at two major museums, including 

the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture/Laboratory of Anthropology, a branch of the Museum of New 

Mexico.  In this capacity, he managed New Mexico’s largest archaeological curation facility; designed and 

constructed exhibitions; and developed educational programs and interpretative publications.  Beginning 

in the 1990s, his research in the Mimbres region focused on early farming societies, analyzed the 

Laboratory of Anthropology’s extensive Mimbres ceramic collections, and conducted extensive research 

on Mimbres occupations in the Forks of the Gila River. 
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MINUTES OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

May 16, 2017 

President Carol Chamberland called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  She welcomed visitors and new members 

and invited them to join us for refreshments after the meeting.   

Refreshments were provided by Cindy Carson and Peggy Gilbert. 

Minutes of the April 18 meeting were approved as distributed. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

In the absence of John Guth, Carol Chamberland reported that we have $4,501 in our checking account and all 

bills have been paid. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Newsletter/Second 25 Years Volume: Helen Crotty reported that she is still looking for volunteers to help with 

the society’s history of the second 25 years. 

Archiving:  In the absence of since Karen Armstrong Joanne Magalis reported that the crew continues to work 

on the Bolack sites. Carol Chamberland encouraged people who wish to have some hands-on experience to 

volunteer for the archiving crew, which works every Wednesday morning at the Hibben Center.  Contact Karen 

Armstrong through info@abuarchaeology.org.  

Membership: Mary Raje, the new membership chair, reported that she is now working on transferring John 

Guth’s Excel files to her Apple computer.  

Rock Art Recording: Dick Harris reported that the crew has finished with one large area and has been working 

for two weeks on another large area. Today they scouted yet another area.   

Field Trips: Pat Harris reported that 21 people went on the April 27 trip to Magdalena and Gallinas Springs 

Pueblos, and 20 people went on the May 13 trip to Tsirege Pueblo.  Special thanks to Steve Padgett who wrote 

many e-mails and got us in on this trip. 

Upcoming field trips include the May 20 trip to the Three Sisters, which is filled.  On May 27th, AAS members 

have been invited to a nature and culture walk held in conjunction with an event at the Coronado Historic Site.  

[Ed: For more information on upcoming trips please see Field Trips section of this newsletter on page 4.] 

ANNOUNCMENTS 

Hayward Franklin gave an update on the sale of the digitalized AAS publications.   All thirteen publications are 

available as a two-CD set for $5.00.  To obtain the set, pay Treasurer John Guth, who will ask Arlette Miller to 

mail it to you.  Sales have been good. 

Carol Chamberland reported that the recent ASNM conference at Moriarty was a great success.  Next year, AAS 

will be sponsoring the meeting.  A committee will be formed soon, and members are encouraged to volunteer. 

Helen Crotty reported that several of our national monuments are subject to review by the Department of the 

Interior.  Bears Ears, which is supported by Native American groups and is full of archaeological remains, is 

especially at risk.  There is a period of only 15 days in which to write letters supporting the monument’s existence.  

The address was included in the May newsletter [Ed: Go to www.regulations.gov, enter “DOI-2017-0002”in the 

Search bar and click “Search,” or mail to Monument Review, MS-1530, US Department of the Interior, 1849 C 

Street NW, Washington, DC 20240].  Carol Chamberland reported that the AAS Board of Directors has sent a 

letter, but individuals are also encouraged to write their own letters.  The more letters submitted, the better. 

Diane Courney reported that Dolores Sundt had fallen and broken her hip on May 5th.  She has had surgery and 

is now in a rehabilitation center.  A card was passed for those who know her to sign.  ASNM has created a new 

award, the William and Dolores Sundt Award for Extraordinary Lifetime Service to ASNM.  Dolores was to 

receive this award at the ASNM Annual Meeting, but she fell the day before it was to be given.  The award will 

be given to her as soon as she is feeling well enough. 

http://www.regulations.gove/
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SPEAKER 

Gretchen Obenauf introduced Matthew Barbour, Regional Manager of the Coronado and Jemez Historic Sites, 

whose presentation was entitled “Religion and Rebellion in 17th Century New Mexico.”  In the place of a synopsis, 

Mr. Barbour provided the following paper, a much earlier version of his AAS talk but covers the main points. 

Respectfully submitted by Joanne Magalis, Acting Secretary. 

GOD AMONG MANY 

By Matthew J. Barbour 

One of the biggest questions that swirl around the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 is: Why then? The Spanish had been in 

New Mexico for almost a century. Several generations had lived and died under the Spanish yoke. Yet there had 

been no unified resistance to the authority of either the Crown or the Church. There are many reasons and answers 

to this question. However, the most complicated, and perhaps most fascinating, is the notion of Pueblo religious 

toleration and Spanish conversion practices. 

At the time of Spanish contact, the Pueblo peoples and their respective cultures were polytheistic societies. 

Polytheism is the worship of multiple gods or spirits. Among the Pueblo people, many of these spirits were known 

as kachinas and viewed as the personifications of things existing in the world, such as the sun, stars, thunderstorms, 

wind, corn, and insects. Some represented good will, while other ogre-like entities were more malevolent in their 

intentions. The worship of these entities provided balance in all things. Invoking the kachinas and performing the 

required ceremonies insured that the rains would fall and crops would grow.  

Each Pueblo has its own individual pantheon of kachinas, with their own symbols, stories, and relationships to 

one another. However, there could be, and still is, some overlap. Moreover, this religious tradition was inclusive.  

In a region where large-scale migrations were the norm, Pueblo communities grew and fell apart with alarming 

speed. As people moved in and out of a specific village, their kachinas moved with them. Often the acceptance of 

a particular clan into the community involved not only the adoption of the people, but also of their religious 

traditions. Hence, the assemblage of kachinas at each individual village ebbed and flowed.  These fluctuations 

made it clear to all participating that their specific entities were not the only beings out there, but rather each set 

of kachinas was part of a greater pantheon that enveloped all Pueblo culture.  Such notions led to a high level of 

religious tolerance.  

When the Spanish set out to colonize New Mexico in 1598, they brought with them 10 Franciscan Missionaries. 

These men were tasked with the conversion of all Pueblo peoples to the Catholic faith. Yet the Franciscans were 

in no position to dictate religious doctrine to a population in the tens of thousands. Nor could the Spanish offer 

much support militarily to their conversion efforts.  

To everyone’s surprise, the missionaries were invited into many of the Pueblo villages and allowed to build their 

churches. The Pueblos were curious and eager to integrate due to their own tolerant principles and religious 

practices. The Christian God became one among many as Catholic iconology was incorporated into each village’s 

diverse pantheon.  

Some of the Franciscans embraced this tolerance and their new flock’s traditions. At Isleta, the kachinas were 

linked with saints. The masks of these spirits were venerated alongside carved wooden figurines of Saints Isidore 

and James. In Salinas Province, kivas—traditional religious structures of the Pueblo people—were even 

integrated into the Catholic missions to provide continuity between the two religions. At the very least, most 

missionaries linked Catholic holidays with traditional celebrations as a way unifying the belief systems. 

Yet, not all appear to have found this co-religion acceptable. At Jemez, a mission of grand proportions was built 

in the European Baroque style down to the fleur-de-lis and Spanish lace patterns on the wall. No accommodation 

was made for Pueblo symbolism. This movement gained strength as more Franciscans arrived and Spanish 

authority within the province grew.   
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The tenuous acceptance of  these religions coexisting was shattered in 1661 when the head of the Franciscan Order 

in New Mexico, Alonso de Posada, banned kachina worship. Pueblo relics were to be rounded up and destroyed. 

Traditional ceremonies were to cease immediately, and those found practicing their religion were to face corporal 

punishment.   

Curiously, this act, often cited as the reason for the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, does not appear to have initially sparked 

resistance. Instead, tolerance of the new Christian God seems to have continued through the 1660s. It was not 

until a massive drought hit the American Southwest in the early 1670s, that dissent among the Pueblo people 

grew.   

Pueblo peoples blamed the absence of rain on the refusal of the Franciscans to allow them to perform their 

traditional ceremonies. In their eyes, the kachinas were angry. The Christian God and his ceremonies alone were 

inadequate to set the world right.  On August 10, 1680, the Pueblo people were fed up and the uprising began. 

It is perhaps of little surprise to anyone that the focus of Pueblo fury was targeted at the Franciscan priests. Yet 

when violence came, it was often directed away from the church itself. Most Franciscans were removed from their 

centers of worship before being killed. Perhaps this removal of the priest was done so as to not anger the Christian 

God? 

In some ways, Pueblo religious tolerance for the Catholic faith continued. In Zuni, a conscious effort was made 

to collect and preserve the Catholic relics. While at San Marcos Pueblo, just south of Santa Fe, participants in the 

uprising appear to have curated fragments of the mission bell due to its perceived religious power.  

The Spanish would eventually overpower the Pueblo peoples and return to New Mexico in the 1690s, yet not 

without major changes to religious policies.  Under law, the worship of kachinas continued to be banned, but 

unspoken was a rule of “Don’t ask, don’t tell.” Kachina worship was kept underground where it remains to this 

day.  

The notion that religious tolerance leads to peace, and intolerance is a path to violence and instability should not 

be news to anyone. Yet, New Mexico history reminds us of this important lesson. It is one that carries over to our 

modern world and the people we interact with today.  

 

UPCOMING AAS FIELD TRIPS  
 

Field trip chair Pat Harris reports that the June 10 trip to Ku Pueblo is filled.  Space is available on a historical, 

archaeological, and cultural tour of Jemez Historic Site on July 8, to be hosted by Matt Barbour, Regional Manager 

of the Coronado and Jemez Historic Sites. The visit includes the stone ruins of a 500-year-old Indian village and 

the San Jose de los Jemez Church dating to the seventeenth century. This is a pleasant walk around the ruins on a 

gravel trail and there is a nice museum.  Carpools are encouraged. Contact trips@abqarchaeology.org to sign up.  

Group size is 20 AAS members. 

There may be a late entry for August.  For September, an overnight trip is planned to the Four Corners region with 

Linda Wheelbarger. 

 

SAPAWE TOURS AVAILABLE THROUGH NEW MEXICO STATE LAND OFFICE 
 

State Land Commissioner Aubrey Dunn has announced that the New Mexico State Land office is providing 

summer tours of the archaeological ruins of Sapawe Pueblo, a 700-year-old Native American settlement that is 

rarely seen by the public. It is located on State trust land near the northern New Mexico town of El Rito. The 

settlement was inhabited from roughly 1350 until as late as 1550 and contained 24 multi-room buildings that were 

arranged around several plazas. The layout of the buildings and a variety of artifacts are still visible. Limited 

reservations will be available through the State Land Office website starting June 24. 

 

 

mailto:trips@abqarchaeology.org
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AAS TO HOST 2018 ASNM ANNUAL MEETING  
 
The Albuquerque Archaeological Society will be hosting the 2018 Annual Meeting of the Archaeological Society 

of New Mexico. President Carol Chamberland reports that we are in the early planning stage and looking for ideas 

for the theme of our conference—preferably something archaeologically related to our area and of interest to a 

broad range of people. If you have an idea for a theme, or if you'd like to volunteer to assist in making our 

conference a success, please email the Board at info@archaeology.org.   

 

FIELDWORK OPPORTUNITIES AT SEVILLETA AND KUAUA 
 

Michael Bletzer has scheduled another work day at the Sevilleta site near Socorro for Saturday June 10, starting 

at 9 am.  He hopes to begin tracing walls on the large Area VIII mound.  Anyone interested in helping should 

contact him at michael.bletzer@gmail.com.   

Dig Kuaua! continues at Coronado Historic Site through June.  Participants must be members of the Friends of 

Coronado Historic Site, but a membership form is available at kuaua.com/friends/membership/.  Send the form 

with the dues, then contact Dig Kuaua! Coordinator Ethan Ortega and get your email address added to the 

volunteer list. This list will keep you up-to-date regarding the dig and opportunities to work at the site. Coordinator 

Ortega can be reached at 505-867-5351 or ethan.ortega@state.nm.us. For those who just want to watch, docent-

led tours of the archaeological excavation and the painted kiva will occur on the hour. This is an opportunity for 

visitors to interact with archaeologists on an active dig.   

CALENDAR CHECK  
 

Pecos Conference August 10–13, near Rowe, New Mexico. Go to www.pecosconference.org for online 

registration and for further details. 
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SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST: ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

DICHOTOMIES, ORTHODOXIES, AND HETERODOXIES 

IN THE MOGOLLON CULTURAL AREA, OR WERE 

THOSE MIGRANTS PROPERLY DOCUMENTED? 
 

Marc Thompson  

 

7:30 PM, Tuesday July 18, 2017 

Albuquerque Museum of Art and History 

2000 Mountain Road NW 

 
Archaeologists attempt to answer tantalizing questions. Some questions, and proffered answers, separate the profession. It 

has been said that if one asks six archaeologists the same question, they will provide eight different answers. Questions 

concerning the presence, influence, and significance of Southwestern and Mesoamerican contact and interaction continue to 

divide opinions among archaeologists. Are Tlaloc (the Central Mexican Rain God) and Quetzalcoatl (the Feathered Serpent) 

represented in ancient Southwestern media and cosmology? Who were those masked men (Katsinam) and where did they 

come from? Was Paquimé the center of Casas Grandes Culture, an outpost of a West Mexican mercantile system (Aztatlan) 

originating in Cholula, Puebla? Was it settled by elite migrants from Chaco Canyon and Aztec Pueblo? Was it a trading, 

ceremonial, or pilgrimage center? If Mesoamerica shaped Southwestern cultures, where is this evident, and how may it be 

documented? Can exotic materials and similarities in artifacts, architecture, iconography, and languages be accounted for 

only by migration, diffusion, and trade? Answers to these and other questions will be illustrated and discussed by one 

archaeologist. 

Marc Thompson was born in Okmulgee, Oklahoma, and was raised as a “Mayo Clinic brat” in Rochester, Minnesota. 

Following high school, he served as a Hospital Corpsman at Annapolis, Maryland, during the Vietnam era. Marc was 

graduated magna cum laude with a BA in anthropology from the University of Colorado, Boulder. He received an MA in 

anthropology from the Universidad de las Américas in Cholula, Puebla, México. His thesis documented the discovery and 

analysis of a stone ax manufacturing cottage industry at the Classic Maya site of Becan, Campeche, México. He was awarded 

a PhD from the Department of Archaeology, the University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada. His dissertation, Mimbres 

Iconology: Analysis and Interpretation of Figurative Motifs, was a study of the significance of imagery in Mimbres Black-

on-white bowls and comparative icons in other Precolumbian media. Marc has conducted field work and directed projects in 

México, Belize, Canada, New Mexico, Texas, Wyoming, Montana, and California. He has taught graduate, undergraduate, 

and continuing education courses in Mexico, Canada, and the U.S. He also led numerous university and Smithsonian Odyssey 

tours to Mexico, Central America, the southwest U.S., and western Canada. After more than a decade, Marc retired as Director 

of the El Paso Museum of Archaeology, and Adjunct Professor of Anthropology, the University of Texas at El Paso. Marc is 

past President of the Albuquerque Archaeological Society, serves on the Editorial Board of Pottery Southwest, and is Director 

of the Tijeras Pueblo Museum. 

 

Reminder:  No meeting and no Newsletter in August 
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MINUTES OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

June 20, 2017 

President Carol Chamberland called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM with a welcome to all members, visitors and 

new members. 

Refreshments: Karen Armstrong provided snacks and everyone was invited to mingle and enjoy after the 

meeting. 

May 16 meeting minutes were approved and stand as distributed. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Gretchen Obenauf announced a full slate of speakers through November of this year. Those who would like to 

share a slide presentation of an archaeology-related trip at the annual Christmas party in December please see her. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

John Guth noted that AAS has a balance of $2265 in the checking account after making annual donations of 

$2000. We gave $500 to The Archaeological Society of New Mexico Scholarship fund, $500 to the Laurie 

Webster’s Cedar Mesa Perishables Project, and $1000 to the Archaeological Conservancy protective fencing 

project for two Conservancy-owned New Mexico sites. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Newsletter/Second 25 Years Volume – Helen Crotty:   Valerie Lindsey responded to the plea for more 

volunteers to help with the AAS Second 25 Years volume and Joanne Magalis and Mary Raje had previously 

volunteered. The work involves reading the newsletters from the past 25 years and writing up the information 

following the format of the earlier volume.  

Membership – Mary Raje: Acknowledgements have been sent to five membership renewals received in April 

and May.  

Archiving – Karen Armstrong: The lab group is “closed” for the summer. 

Rock Art – John Richardson: The team went out last week, but not today due to the hot weather. In spite of the 

worst vandalism ever seen by the group, they were able to “pull out” and record pre-contact petroglyphs. 

Field Trips:  The field trip to Ku Pueblo was reported as “wonderful.” On July 8 there is a field trip to Jemez 

Historical Site. On August 19, Gretchen will lead a hike to AS-8 in the San Ysidro area. [ED: For more information 

on upcoming trips please see Field Trips section of this newsletter on page 3.] 

Pottery Southwest: The summer issue is out. Please see it on the website: unm.edu/~psw. 

Website – Evan Kay: The website is running fine. An online payment method for the next membership renewal 

and new memberships will be set up. 

ASNM Conference: Yellow cards were set out on the registration table for members to list ideas for a theme for 

the conference and to volunteer for positions on various committees. 

New Business: Evan Kay said he will be running for AAS president for 2018. 

SiteWatch: Training for those who would like to volunteer to monitor archaeological sites will be held on July 

8 at the Sandia Ranger Station in Tijeras. Contact Gretchen Obenauf regarding this opportunity to help. 

Announcement: A memorial service will be held for Phyllis Davis on Saturday June 24 at 2:00 at La Vida Llena 

Retirement Center. Her obituary is in the Albuquerque Journal or online. 

SPEAKER:  

Gretchen Obenauf introduced Chris Turnbow, archaeologist with the New Mexico Gas Company, whose 

presentation was titled “In Search of the Seventh Parrot: A Tale of Looting, Archaeology, and a Missing Bird in 

http://unm.edu/~psw
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the Upper Forks of the Gila River, Southwestern New Mexico.”  A synopsis of his talk was not available at press 

time.   

Submitted by Ginger Foerster, Secretary. 

 

UPCOMING AAS FIELD TRIPS 

Field Trips Chair Pat Harris reports that Gretchen Obenauf will lead a field trip to Pueblo de las Milpas, also 

known as AS-8, on August 19 as a joint venture with the Torrance County Archaeological Society. This is a 46-

room pueblo dating to the 13th century located on a mesa on BLM land between San Ysidro and the Ojito 

Wilderness. It was excavated beginning in 1975 by the Albuquerque Archaeological Society, culminating in a 

1998 report.  The road to the site is no longer passable, but we will drive to the base of the mesa and hike up.  The 

hike is about a third of a mile long, with an elevation gain of about 200 feet. Sign up at the meeting or at 

trips@abqarchaeology.org.   

For September, an overnight trip is planned to the Four Corners region with Linda Wheelbarger.  The itinerary is 

still being worked out.   

 

SAPAWE TOURS AVAILABLE THROUGH NEW MEXICO STATE LAND OFFICE 
 

State Land Commissioner Aubrey Dunn has announced that the New Mexico State Land office is providing 

summer tours of the archaeological ruins of Sapawe Pueblo, a 700-year-old Native American settlement that is 

rarely seen by the public. It is located on State trust land near the northern New Mexico town of El Rito. The 

settlement was inhabited from roughly 1350 until as late as 1550 and contained 24 multi-room buildings that were 

arranged around several plazas. The layout of the buildings and a variety of artifacts are still visible. Limited 

reservations will be available through the State Land Office website starting June 24. 

 

FIELDWORK OPPORTUNITIES AT SEVILLETA  

 
Michael Bletzer has scheduled another work day at the Sevilleta site near Socorro for Sunday July 9. He is also 

planning a 9 to10 day session wrapped around the last two weekends of October.  Anyone interested in helping 

should contact him at michael.bletzer@gmail.com.  

A short update: The first wall of the early glaze Area VIII mound was found in June, and Michael would like to 

continue tracing out that wall and maybe, just maybe, define the eastern plaza front. Current metal count is 208, 

with more than 100 armor fragments and dozens of early firearms munitions, quite a few of them fired. So, all 

was apparently not well at the pueblo, especially not around Kiva 2, judging by the cluster of military objects 

around it. 

MINUTES OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY BOARD MEETING 

May 31, 2017 

North Domingo Baca Multi-Generational Center Room 3 

Attendees: Carol Chamberland, Ethan Ortega, Ginger Foerster, John Guth, Marc Thompson, Evan Kay, Dick 

Harris, Pat Harris, and Helen Crotty. Absent: Gretchen Obenauf and Mary Raje. 

President Carol Chamberland convened the meeting at 6:00 PM. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

John Guth reported that the IRS form was filed and accepted, corporation and charitable registrations were 

completed and the registered agent was changed from Marc Thompson to John Guth as agreed at the last Board 

meeting. 

mailto:trips@abqarchaeology.org
mailto:michael.bletzer@gmail.com
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Current assets are $4517 in checking and $13,000 in CDs. All bills are paid and expenses are on track, but 

membership dues are down from the historic high of 175 members. Planned donations are: 1) ASNM scholarship 

fund of $500; 2) Laurie Webster’s Cedar Mesa Perishables Project of $500; 3) Archaeological Conservancy 

Holmes Site Fence of $1000. 

Financial Forecast: Checking will be reduced to $1600 by November as expenses are paid. Helen reported that 

she will not need money for the 50th Anniversary Volume this year because of a lack of sufficient help to work on 

this task. 

Other matters affecting the financial forecast were purchase of liability insurance for the board and field trips, and 

AAS hosting the ASNM 2018 annual meeting for contracts, deposits, early purchases, and cash flow needs.  

Decisions were to fund $2000 in donations, hold out $4000 from a CD maturing in July to fund a cushion for the 

checking account in anticipation of the ASNM conference in May of 2018. 

VICE PRESIDENT REPORT 

Ethan reported that speakers have been scheduled and/or contacted with definite dates to come. He detailed 

speaker topics that appear to offer varied and interesting programs for this summer and fall and into the next year. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership: John said that Mary Raje, the new Membership Chair, was provided with assistance for computer 

mailings. Ideas were floated for attracting a younger demographic by planning field trips for those who are more 

mobile. We will also have a more rigorous reminder system for paying dues with an email reminder in January 

calling for all members to renew rather than waiting for the end of March. 

Field trips: Pat Harris headed a discussion about liability insurance for the officers, members of the board and 

committee chairs and to include field trips. She strongly encouraged the Board to purchase a policy to “protect 

the organization.” Dick Harris said that lawsuits against non-profit groups have increased exponentially over the 

past decade. Ethan suggested that the Board pursue this matter and John offered to build a knowledge base by 

checking with an insurance agent and an estate attorney regarding liability policy for non-profits. Evan will ask 

his wife, an attorney, if an individual's personal liability would cover that person's actions as a Board member. 

Pat said that she has planned some field trips that are limited to the physically fit/experienced hiker and some that 

are easier in order to offer a range for members. Upcoming trips include Jemez Historic Site in July and a Four 

Corners overnight in September. She and her committee have been working on interesting trips for the next year. 

Rock Art: Dick Harris said that the group is working in the Rio Puerco area at this time and it has inherited a site 

from the BLM Taos field office. 

OTHER TOPICS 

There was discussion of field projects for AAS members to do surveys and research in the field. Members will be 

encouraged to participate. Possible courses and seminars and venues were discussed including: pottery analysis 

instruction by Hayward Franklin, pottery/clay class by Steve Rospopo. As a result of this discussion Marc will 

ask about using Friends of Tijeras Pueblo Museum as a venue for some classes, Ethan will ask Hayward if he is 

willing to teach, and Pat will speak with Steve Rospopo. 

ASNM 2018 Annual Meeting  

Carol began by saying that the conference is a huge job but that this evening we will just start thinking about the 

entire conference but not make any decisions until we “put out a call” for theme ideas from the full membership.  

Discussion included many aspects of planning: theme, venue, budget, committee chairs, speakers, posters, food, 

scheduling, registration, field trips, vendors, date, graphic design and publicity, and a kids’ art show. Nancy 

Woodworth will be asked to research venues and vendors and present her findings to the group for a final decision. 

The Board agreed that getting a venue is the first thing to be done. Many ideas were volleyed and the result was 

that chair positions for some of the aspects of the conference were volunteered, ideas for field trips within a 

reasonable distance from Albuquerque were suggested as were payment methods for registration. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 PM 

Submitted by Ginger Foerster, Secretary 

 

[Note: A few days after the Board meeting, Ethan Ortega and Nancy Woodworth volunteered to serve as co-chairs 

of the ASNM Annual Meeting.]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Phyllis Starkey Davis, 1921–2017 

 Phyllis Davis, who died May 20, 2017 at the age of 95, had an unusually interesting life that was detailed in the 

obituary published in the Albuquerque Journal and can be found online.  In brief, she was born in Duluth, 

Minnesota, was adopted as a baby, and went to live with another family at a young age because of her adoptive 

mother’s ill health.  She came to Tucson, Arizona about age nine with her new family, attended high school in the 

East and college in New York and Tucson. After working as a secretary in New York, she returned to Arizona, 

where she earned a pilot’s license in 1944 with the intention of serving in the Women Airforce Service Pilots, but 

as no more WASPs were then needed, she worked instead as a civilian at an Air Force Base.  She became an 

airline stewardess for a time before taking a job with the U.S. Army at the Yokohama Engineer Depot in Japan 

for three years and later with G-4 Logistics for three years at its headquarters in Heidelberg, Germany.  While 

there she did some modeling, and skied as often as possible.  

She left Germany in 1957 to marry John Davis, an Army Lieutenant Colonel who died in 1984. They had moved 

to New Mexico in 1961, and Phyllis had soon studied and immersed herself in archaeology. She joined AAS and 

ASNM, both of which she served as Treasurer and Director. Her major contributions, however, were as a crew 

chief in the field and an able assistant to Richard Bice and William Sundt in the lab for both the ASNM field 

school and the AAS excavations.  With them, she co-authored The AS-8 Pueblo and the Cañada de las Milpas: A 

Publo III Complex in North-Central New Mexico (1998) and AS-5 Indian Mining of Lead for Use in Rio Grande 

Glaze Paint. Report of the AS-5 Bethsheba Project Near Cerrillos, New Mexico (2003) as well as contributing 

to The Vidal Great Kiva Near Gallup, New Mexico (1990) and the upcoming ASNM publication on the Vidal site. 

An idea of her varied and important contributions can be gleaned from the preface to the AS-8 volume: “Phyllis 

Davis undertook much of the laboratory photography, supplied computer expertise for the artifact databases, 

directed the final analysis of the lithic artifacts, and edited the report for publication.” She was the honoree of the 

appropriately titled ASNM Volume 27 Following Through, which indeed she did in multiple capacities. She is 

greatly missed. 

A celebration of her life was held June 24 at La Vida Llena, where she had lived since 1995. Donations may be 

made in her memory to the Albuquerque Archaeological Society and/or to the Archaeological Society of New 

Mexico. 
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Phyllis Davis, in her early 90s, participated in the 2013 ASNM 

Annual Meeting field trip to pueblo AS-8 on BLM land. She used her 

walker to reach the pueblo from the vehicles, and then friends carried 

her into the room blocks.  Phyl is pointing out the rooms she 

excavated with the AAS crew 1975–1983 and describing in amazing 

detail the layout of the floor features and artifacts found.  She also 

noted where she camped during the excavations in the trees to the 

right in the photo.  A truly impressive woman! – Photo by John Guth. 

 

 

 

CALENDAR CHECK  

 
Pecos Conference August 10–13, near Rowe, New Mexico. Go to www.pecosconference.org for online 

registration and for further details. 

Biennial Jornada Mogollon Conference October 13-14 El Paso Museum of Archaeology.  Call for papers: 

Contact George Maloof Maloofgo@elpasotexas.gov. 

 

 

ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO Box 4029, Albuquerque, NM 87196 

www.abqarchaeology.org 

www.facebook.com/abqarchsoc 

 

Annual Dues: For emailed Newsletter: Student no charge (provide copy of current ID); Basic $25; Sustaining 

$35+.  Print Newsletter by First Class Mail: Basic $30; Sustaining $40.  Institutions/Libraries: $10 for print 

Newsletter by First Class Mail, emailed Newsletter at no charge. 

 

2017 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

To contact officers or committee chairs, email info@abqarchaeology.org or consult Membership Directory.  

Current members can sign up for field trips at meetings or by emailing trips@abqarchaeology.org.  

Officers 

President:  

    Carol Chamberland        

Vice Presidents:  

    Gretchen Obenauf          

    Ethan Ortega                  

Secretary: 

    Ginger Foerster             

Treasurer:  

    John Guth                      

Directors: 

    Evan Kay                        

    Marc Thompson            

Standing Committee Chairs 

Membership: 

     Mary Raje 

Newsletter: 

     Helen Crotty                

     Mailer: Lou Schuyler  

Archiving: 

     Karen Armstrong          

Rock Art Recording: 

     Dick Harris                  

     Carol Chamberland       

Greeter: 

    Sally McLaughlin           

Committee Chairs (continued) 

Field Trips: 

    Pat Harris  

    Steve Rospopo             

Refreshments: 

    Ann Carson                   

Publicity:  

    Evan Kay                      

Pottery Southwest  

    Editor: M. Patricia Lee  

    Contact: Arlette Miller  

Webmaster: 

    Evan Kay

 

    

http://www.pecosconference.org/
http://www.facebook.com/abqarchsoc
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EARLY AGRICULTURE IN THE SAN JUAN BASIN: TWO CASE STUDIES 

FROM THE MID-AMERICAN PIPELINE III EXCAVATIONS 
 

Robin M. Cordero 
 

7:30 PM, Tuesday September 19, 2017 
Albuquerque Museum of Art and History 

2000 Mountain Road NW 

 
 

 

The arrival and development of agriculture has been at the forefront of archaeological research in New 
Mexico and the broader Southwest. One of the important contributors to this research has been the San 
Luis de Cabezon Site (LA 110946), a Late Archaic/Early Agricultural site situated on the Rio Puerco 
floodplain. First excavated by the Office of Contract Archaeology of the University of New Mexico 
(OCA) in 1997 during the Mid-American Pipeline (MAPL) construction project and again by OCA in 
2013–2014 during the MAPL expansion project, the San Luis de Cabezon site yielded evidence for two 
primary occupation episodes between ca. 3,400 and 3,075 BP: a mixed horticultural/gathering economy, 
and evidence of seasonal site use. The newly discovered Beadmaker Site (LA 179071), located in the 
central San Juan Basin near Huerfano Mesa, dates to between 3,400 and 3,000 BP and contains two 
structures along with numerous intra- and extra-mural pits, maize, and a robust faunal assemblage 
emphasizing small game. The goal of this presentation will be to compare these two sites and discuss 
how they relate to the arrival and development of agriculture in the San Juan Basin.  

Robin M. Cordero is working toward a Doctorate in Anthropology from the University of New Mexico. 
His main research region is the Middle/Northern Rio Grande Valley with primary research interests in 
areas of Puebloan mortuary practices, mobility, community formation, garden hunting, and Puebloan 
use of avifauna with an emphasis towards migratory waterfowl. Mr. Cordero began his career in cultural 
resource management with his first project in 1997. He began working at the UNM Office of Contract 
Archeology as a Senior Archeologist in 2006 where he currently serves as a Project Director/co-Principal 
Investigator, Lab Director, database manager, and as the resident bioarchaeologist/zooarchaeologist.  
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MINUTES OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

July 17, 2017 

President Carol Chamberland called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM welcoming six visitors. 

Carol invited everyone to stay after the meeting to chat and enjoy refreshments provided by Joanne Magalis and 
Ann Carson. 

June meeting minutes were approved and stand as published in the July Newsletter.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

John Guth reported that a $4000 CD had come due in July and the Board decided to cash it in to cover expenses 
for the Annual ASNM Meeting in May 2018. He is anticipating that the income from the meeting registration can 
be used to buy another CD next year. This leaves AAS with $5910 in checking and a reduction in CDs from 
$13,000 to $9000. 

John announced that he purchased a Corporate Liability Insurance policy for the Society to cover any accidents 
that may happen during AAS field trips and other functions. Carol thanked Pat Harris for taking the initiative to 
encourage the Board to cover AAS with this policy. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Newsletter – Helen Crotty asked for volunteers to help with the 50th anniversary volume saying she has three 
but could use more. 

Archiving – Karen Armstrong said that the group has shut down for the summer but that she has been working 
on data records for Sapawe and has entered 4000 lines of data and has rearranged it so that it is easier to read and 
more accessible. 

Membership – Mary Raje reported that one couple renewed last month and one individual became a member 
this month. 

Rock Art – Carol Chamberland said that the team is working up north half days this month due to the heat. 

Field Trips – Pat Harris gave a report on two interesting trips in August and September and said that people 
could sign up after the meeting. [ED: For more information on upcoming trips please see Field Trips section of 
this newsletter on page 4.] 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Carol announced that the co-chairs for the ASNM 2018 Annual Meeting are Nancy Woodworth and Ethan Ortega. 
Ethan noted that the dates are May 4 to 6, 2018, and reported that planning is “off to a great start” and probably 
“really far ahead, actually.'' The meeting will be held at the Nativo Lodge, the theme will be related to Chaco, and 
he promised that it will be an entertaining conference. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Carol said that she will be tapping into the excellent and knowledgeable resources in AAS and statewide to hold 
archaeological seminars for the AAS members. The first seminar will be presented by Haywood Franklin on 
pottery of the Rio Grande Valley. The proposed date is for this workshop is in October. 

Steve Rospopo announced that the Southwest Kiln Conference will be held on August 4 to 6 for people interested 
in experimental archaeology.  

SPEAKER 

Gretchen Obenauf introduced AAS past President Marc Thompson, who provided the following synopsis of his 
talk. 

Respectfully submitted by Ginger Foerster, Secretary. 

 



3 
 
 

South by Southwest: Archaeological Dichotomies, Orthodoxies, 
and Heterodoxies in the Mogollon Cultural Area 

or 
Were Those Migrants Properly Documented? 

Marc Thompson 

This presentation began with the announcement of a definitive chronometric date for the arrival of Tlaloc and 
Quetzalcoatl in northwestern México and the US Southwest. It is AD 1974, the publication date of Charles Di 
Peso's Casas Grandes volumes and Polly and Curtis Schaafmas' American Antiquity article on the origins of 
kachinas. In the case of Tlaloc, this was a result of  the misidentification of the Fire Serpent as the Central Mexican 
Rain God. This was combined with the misappropriation of the name and aspects of Quetzalcoatl and the 
assumption that Tlaloc and Quetzalcoatl were a divine pair diffused into Southwestern ideology and iconography. 

Depictions of a feathered serpent and an ancestral fire serpent appeared on the facade of the Temple of the 
Feathered Serpent at Teotihuacan in the third century. Xiuhcoatl, the "Fire" or "Turquoise Serpent" represents 
multivalent aspects evident in the name of the Central Mexican Fire God: Xiuhtecutli or "Turquoise Lord," 
including mythical and physical attributes. Xiuhcoatl connoted a serpent-headed atlatl, or dart-thrower, 
emblematic of warfare. The serpent head alternating with a feathered serpent on the momument named for the 
latter depicts perforated shell disks above the eyes on the head of the Fire Serpent that represent finger rings on 
an atlatl, not the eyes of Tlaloc. These rings are also depicted on the headgear of Teotihuacan warriors and may 
represent military insignia. Additionally, the Fire Serpent head is covered with what appears to be a mosiac of 
turquoise tesserae of the blue-green dart-thrower. Finally, this serpent head has no lower jaw and the upper 
mandible may represent the hook of a dart-thrower. Depictions of Tlaloc share none of these elements and the rain 
god is anthropomorphic, rather than zoomorphic, with a clearly depicted human nose. In Mexica (Aztec) legend 
the war god was born with a xiuhcoatl (serpent-headed atlatl) in his left hand. Among the gifts sent by 
Motecuhzoma to Cortés, following his landfall at the place he called Vera Cuz, was a dart-thrower inlaid with 
turquoise. Traditions associated with the Fire Serpent represent Precolumbian longevity and modern symbolism. 
They survive to this day in the FX-05 Xiuhcoatl, a Mexican assault rifle issued to left-handed soldados. 

Interpretation of fire serpent heads as Tlaloc at Teotihuancan and transposing the trapezoidal features to 
Southwestern rock art has resulted in numerous cases of identity theft. Likewise, the resemblance of the 
Mesoamerican mountain/stepped pyramid design has suggested to some that this has the same significance as the 
cloud/terrace element of the Southwest. Stepped elements are common to many cultures and iconographies. 
Despite arguments to the contrary, a cloud/terrace element is not a short-hand notation representing Tlaloc.  
Further, Tlaloc is not depicted in Mimbres or Casas Grandes pottery, nor was this rain god the progenitor of 
kachinas. Tlaloc would probably have been unwelcome in the presence of ancestral rain-bringing spirits. 
Additionally, there is no evidence of kachinas at Casas Grandes nor that they were the product of Mesoamerican 
ideology, practice, or custom. The so-called "goggle-eye" figures ubiquitous in Jornada and Mimbres rock art 
share one common element: what appear to be large, goggle-like eyes. Ascribing a name, meaning, and origin 
based on a single element questions the credulity of the identification. 

Tlaloc and other Mesoamerican deities with long histories of representation and reverence had evolved, been 
adapted and adopted as multifaceted entities with complex and overlapping aspects in the Mesoamerican 
pantheon. Quetzalcoatl ("Plumed Serpent," "Precious Twin") the name and the icon, present an archetypal duality 
combining disparate elements: quetzal feahers and rattlesnakes. Feathered serpents in graphic form also represent 
other metaphoric dualities, such as Venus as morning or evening star, and sky and earth. 

Conflation of the Mesoamerican Feathered Serpent with Southwestern water spirits represented as horned serpents 
may be a convenient ideological conceit or another case of mistaken identity. Quetzalcoatl was a god, not a water 
serpent. Horned serpents are endemic and ubiquitous in North American iconographies. Their genesis in 
Mesoamerica appears to be an example of fictive kin rather than adoptive children. 

Competing paradigms, speculations, and lack of consensus characterize our appreciation of developments in Casas 
Grandes Culture and the site of Paquimé. Explanations range from binary extremes: primary influences came with 
migrants from the north (Chaco Canyon, Aztec Pueblo); migrants from the south (West Mexico); to an endemic 
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in situ trajectory. The most exotic constructions at Paquimé are the bird-breeding features and the solid core effigy 
mounds. As far as I am aware, there are no traditions of macaw aviculture or effigy mounds in either the Southwest 
or Mesoamerica. Both appear to be the result of unique and innate cultural creations. The three most prominent 
effigy mounds of the Serpent, Bird, and Cross are also motifs depicted on indigenous pottery. 

Some writers suggest there is a direct link between Mimbres and Casas Grandes Culture, ideology, and 
iconography. Although Mimbres ceramics include a meager number of polychromes, horned serpents, and effigies, 
the style, subject matter, and content are ethnically distinct. Knife-wing, a prominent icon in Mimbres, Maya, 
Mexican, and later Pueblo iconography does not appear on Casas Grandes pottery. Likewise, absent are the Hero 
Twins, Seven Macaw, other Popol Vuh characters, and paired fish. Casas Grandes Polychromes share themes of 
duality,  images of scarlet macaws, horned serpents, and Venus glyphs, but they lack motifs of narrative complexity 
and the reiterative quality of Mimbres figurative motifs. 

Although I neither deny nor disavow Mesoamerican contact and influence in the Southwest, I question its 
pervasiveness and primacy. As an alternative, I suggest that much of what we observe in Southwestern 
iconography and material culture are the materialized expressions of ideological and cosmological foundational 
concepts of profound time depth. These were modified through centuries of political manipulations, interactions, 
syncretism, and hybridization resulting in  ethnic variation. The cyclical revival and reference to Mesoamerican 
agents and influences (refried explanations) based on migration, diffusion, or trade preclude and ignore significant 
indigenous beliefs and practices to the detriment of understanding Prehispanic Southwestern societies and social 
movements. 

 
AAS SEMINAR ON MIDDLE RIO GRANDE VALLEY POTTERY TYPES OCTOBER 21 

 
President Carol Chamberland has announced the first of a planned series of seminars on archaeological topics that 
will be available to members of the Albuquerque Archaeological Society.  Hayward Franklin will conduct a half-
day pottery seminar designed as a brief overview of the prehistoric pottery of the Albuquerque area.  Major 
ceramic types in the Middle Rio Grande district between about Isleta to Santa Fe will be discussed and 
illustrated.  Specimens of the most common of these types will be available for hands-on examination. 

The presentation is geared to the basic needs or interests of members of the Albuquerque Archaeological Society. 
Given the non-collection policies in effect today, reasonably accurate identification of ceramic types in the field 
is essential to site recording, and general appreciation of our cultural resources of the past. 

This workshop, limited to 20 participants, is scheduled for Saturday October 21, 2017 from 9 to noon at the Hibben 
Center.  Signup through info@abqarchaeology.org will begin at the September AAS meeting and continue 
thereafter. 

UPCOMING AAS FIELD TRIP 

 
Field Trips Chair Pat Harris reports one or two spaces are still available for the September 16–17 Four Corners 
overnight trip to the Bolack Ranch Archaeological Sites and La Plata Canyon with Linda Wheelbarger (interested 
members should contact trips@abqarchaeology.org).  Nothing is currently planned for October because of all the 
other activities—the Balloon Fiesta, Friends of Coronado Historic Site Fiesta of Cultures, the AAS Pottery 
Seminar, Michael Bletzer’s dig a Sevilleta—that month.  Pat notes that we have had 10 field trips scheduled so 
far in 2017.  She suggests that members “rest up the feet and keep those muscles toned for 2018.”  She already 
has many ideas for next year and will be coming up with a schedule in the future. 
 

POTTERY SOUTHWEST 33(3) FALL 2017 ISSUE IS NOW ONLINE 
 

The latest issue can be found at potterysouthwest.unm.edu (please note the new URL). Published by the 
Albuquerque Archaeological Society since 1974, Pottery Southwest is available free of charge on its website, 
which is hosted by the Maxwell Museum of the University of New Mexico. The Fall 2017 issue offers a paper by 
Regge N. Wiseman entitled “Lincoln Black-on-red, a Late Prehistoric Pottery from the Northern Sierra Blanca 
Region in New Mexico with a Report on Petrography by David V. Hill, Ph.D.” Wiseman explains that Lincoln 
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B/r is well known to researchers in the Sierra Blanca region of south-central New Mexico but because it was not 
traded widely in prehistoric times, nor made in particularly large numbers even in its homeland, the type remains 
a mystery to most archaeologists. Also in this edition is “An Unusual Tabira Polychrome Canteen” by Regge N. 
Wiseman. Wiseman explains that on an early 1990s trip he had the occasion to examine, photograph, and record 
information about a remarkable Tabira Polychrome canteen. The polychrome variant of Tabira is uncommon, 
while its closely allied variants, Tabira Black-on-white and Tabira Plain, were the primary service wares in the 
Jumano pueblos of central New Mexico from the mid-swixteenth century through to the abandonment of the site 
in the second half of the seventeenth century. 

The issue concludes with information about upcoming conferences, reports on the Annual Southewest Kiln 
Conference by Andy Ward and the Mata Ortiz Pottery Lecture and Sale at Crow Canyon Archaeological Center 
by Kari Schleher  as well as information about the CDs available from the Albuquerque Archaeological Society 
and an outline of submission requirements.  Submissions of articles, book reviews, upcoming events, comments 
and other items of interest are welcome.  Please send to psw@unm.edu. 
 

FIELDWORK OPPORTUNITIES AT SEVILLETA OCTOBER 20–29 
 

Michael Bletzer is planning a 9 to10 day session at the Sevilleta site near Socorro October 20–29.  More details, 
including about possible housing, will be published in the October Newsletter.  Anyone interested in helping 
should contact him at michael.bletzer@gmail.com. 

COURSE IN METAL DETECTING FOR PROFESSIONAL ARCHAEOLOGISTS TO BE 
OFFERED IN SOCORRO AND AT THE SEVILLETA SITE OCTOBER 27–29 

Metal detecting has become a commonly used tool in archaeological site investigation in New Mexico over the 
last several years. The Register of Professional Archaeologists sponsors a continuing education credit course in 
advanced metal detecting for the archaeologist. The next available course will be held in Socorro, New Mexico, 
from October 27 to 29. The first day is classroom introduction to various types of metal detectors and their 
capabilities. The second and third days are devoted to field training on an actual site. Charles Haecker is the lead 
instructor.  

Sevilleta Pueblo was a Piro Indian community established during the fourteenth century. In June 1598, Governor 
Juan de Oñate and his Nuevo Mexico colonists briefly stopped at Sevilleta during their journey northward. As a 
consequence, a segment of The Camino Real (1598-1880+), the colony’s lifeline to Mexico, is adjacent to the 
pueblo. More information, the class registration form (cost is $350), and a list of available lodging may be found 
at http://amda.modernheritage.net/?page_id=459.  Contact AAS Webmaster Evan Kay evan.kay@gmail.com with 
any questions. 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
 

The Chaco Mission Frontier: The Guaycuruan Experience by James Schofield Saeger. 2016. University of 
Arizona Press, Tucson. 162 pp. 4 figures. $29.95 (paper).  ISBN 978-0-8165-3359-6 

Reviewed by Matthew J. Barbour 

Studies focusing on the impacts of Catholic Missions on indigenous culture have become incredibly popular in 
recent years. Many of these studies in the American Southwest have focused on archaeological research at the 
various Pueblo Missions in the Galisteo Basin, Jemez Mountains, and along the Rio Grande. In most instances, 
these missions were overseen by the Franciscan Order and erected in established communities committed to 
agriculture. While various generalizations and conclusions can be drawn by comparing these communities, it is 
unclear if these missions are typical or atypical of the New World mission experience as a whole. 

The Chaco Mission Frontier: The Guaycuruan Experience, written by James Schofield Saeger, is an ethnohistoric 
study of the mission experience for a very different Native American group in a very different environment. The 
Gran Chaco is a semi-arid lowland in the Rio de la Plata Basin. Today, this includes portions of Argentina, Bolivia, 
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Brazil and Paraguay. The people inhabiting this region were collectively known as “Guaycuruans,” but in actuality 
represented an assortment of many distinct bands. All practiced hunting and gathering, as well as raiding.  

Raiding, in particular, grew in importance during the Early Colonial Period as a means to acquire livestock, metal 
tools, and agricultural products. Inconclusive border wars were fought between the Spanish and the Guaycuruans 
during the seventeenth century before it was decided that missionaries represented the best means of long term 
peace. The Jesuits were appointed to carry out the mission process which resulted in a complete reorganization of 
Guaycuruan culture.  

Saeger begins The Chaco Mission Frontier with a look at Guaycuran culture at the time of European colonization. 
He then briefly discusses indigenous conflict with the Spanish before introducing the Jesuit mission system. From 
there Saeger examines the impacts of the mission system along four lines of inquiry: “economy,” “society,” 
“politics and war”, and “religion.”  

This is not a history book focused on Spanish exploits, but an insightful post-colonial culture history of the 
Guaycuruan peoples. Saeger is not concerned with the names of the Jesuit missionaries, but rather with the impacts 
metal tools had on the deforestation of palm groves, the transition of the male role from hunter to agriculturalist, 
the failure of traditional beliefs and rise of the Catholic faith due to widespread infectious disease, and the 
educational opportunities brought to the youth by the arrival of the priests.  

The level of change brought about by the arrival of Jesuit Missionaries is nothing short of astounding. Certainly, 
there are both positives and negatives associated with this change, but – almost miraculously – the Guaycuruan 
adopted and remained a cohesive culture group. As argued by Saeger, the ultimate decline of their society would 
not come at the hands of the Jesuits, but with independence from Spain and the end of the mission system in the 
early nineteenth century. 

Throughout the study, Saeger produces a detailed and fascinating narrative that strays far from expected mission 
studies in the American Southwest. For this reason alone, the book is a must read for those who wish to have a 
broad understanding of the impacts the Catholic mission system had on indigenous cultures. Moreover, in reading 
The Chaco Mission Frontier, one cannot help but develop a strong appreciation for the trials and tribulations of 
the amazing Guaycuruan peoples. 
 

ETHAN ORTEGA WINS CORDELL/POWERS PRIZE AT THE 2017 PECOS 
CONFERENCE 

 
AAS Vice President, Coronado Historic Site Ranger, and UNM graduate student 
Ethan Ortega was awarded first place in the Cordell/Powers Prize competition at the 
2017 Pecos Conference.  The Cordell/Powers Prize is awarded for the best 10-minute 
extemporaneous talk (without audiovisuals) presented by an archaeologist 35 years 
of age or younger. The competition honors Linda S. Cordell and Robert P. Powers: 
teachers, mentors, advisors, and friends to countless Southwestern archaeologists. 
Ortega’s presentation was entitled “False Truths, Restored Ruins, and New Artifacts: 
Looking beyond the Oxymoronic Past of Coronado Historic Site through Field 
Work.” 

Ortega noted that for the first time in over 100 years of archaeological research the 
entire property of Coronado Historic Site, including Kuaua Pueblo, has been 
extensively surveyed. In a joint effort with New Mexico Historic Sites, the New 
Mexico Office of Archaeological Studies, and the Friends of Coronado Historic Site, 

several new sites have been identified. He reported that “with the help of 75 volunteers over seven weeks this 
summer, we excavated dozens of test units showing that Kuaua Pueblo was larger than once thought and may 
have had an extensive turkey industry.”  

Ortega donated the $550 cash prize he received for first place in the Cordell-Powers competition to the Coronado 
Historic Site. 
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2018 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO IN 
ALBUQUERQUE MAY 4 TO 6, 2018  

 
Nancy Woodworth and Ethan Ortega, Co-chairs of the ASNM 2018 Annual Meeting, announced that plans are 
well under way and that the meeting will be held at the Nativo Lodge May 4 to 6.   The theme will be related to 
Chaco Canyon in recognition of the research interests and accomplishments of the 2018 Annual Volume Honorees 
Tom Windes and Pete McKenna.  Gretchen Obenauf is Program Chair, Pat Harris is Field Trips Chair, and Dick 
Harris is Registrar.  There will be many opportunities for AAS members to assist as plans become more 
formalized. 

 
CALENDAR CHECK  

 
AAS Field Trip to Four Corners Area September 16–17.  Contact trips@abqarchaeology.org for availability 
and information. 

Archaeology Fair October 14, 10 am to 4 pm, at the Millicent Rogers Museum in Taos.  

Biennial Jornada Mogollon Conference October 13-14 El Paso Museum of Archaeology.  For pre-registration 
form, contact George Maloof at maloofGO@elpasotexas.gov. 

Pottery of the Rio Grande Valley Seminar October 21, 9 to noon at the Hibben Center, UNM campus.  For 
AAS members only. 

Fiesta of Cultures  October 21, 10 am to 3:30 pm at Coronado Historic Site in Bernalillo. 

Fieldwork at Sevilleta Site October 21–29 near Socorro.  Contact Michael.bletzer@gmail.com  

ASNM Annual Meeting May 4-6, 2018 at the Nativo Lodge in Albuquerque.  Preliminary notice. 
 

ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
PO Box 4029, Albuquerque, NM 87196 

www.abqarchaeology.org 
www.facebook.com/abqarchsoc 

 
Annual Dues: For emailed Newsletter: Student no charge (provide copy of current ID); Basic $25; Sustaining 
$35+.  Print Newsletter by First Class Mail: Basic $30; Sustaining $40.  Institutions/Libraries: $10 for print 
Newsletter by First Class Mail, emailed Newsletter at no charge. 
 

2017 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

To contact officers or committee chairs, email info@abqarchaeology.org or consult Membership Directory.  
Current members can sign up for field trips at meetings or by emailing trips@abqarchaeology.org.  

Officers 

President:  
    Carol Chamberland        
Vice Presidents:  
    Gretchen Obenauf          
    Ethan Ortega                  
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    Ginger Foerster             
Treasurer:  
    John Guth                      
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    Evan Kay                        
    Marc Thompson            
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     Mary Raje 
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     Helen Crotty                
     Mailer: Lou Schuyler  
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     Karen Armstrong          
Rock Art Recording: 
     Dick Harris                  
     Carol Chamberland       
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Committee Chairs (continued) 
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ANCIENT TEXTILES, BASKETS, WOOD, AND HIDES FROM 

SOUTHEASTERN UTAH: LATEST FINDINGS FROM THE CEDAR 

MESA PERISHABLES PROJECT 
 

  Laurie Webster and Louie Garcia 

 

7:30 PM, Tuesday November 14, 2017 

Albuquerque Museum of Art and History 

2000 Mountain Road NW 

 
During the 1890s, thousands of prehistoric perishable artifacts were excavated from alcoves in southeastern Utah 

by local “cowboy” archaeologists. Most were shipped to museums outside of the Southwest, where they were 

largely forgotten by archaeologists and the public. Who were these early collectors, where did these objects go, 

and what insights do they provide about the ingenuity and daily lives of the early inhabitants of southeastern Utah? 

In this presentation, Laurie Webster and Louie Garcia will discuss their recent research with these collections and 

highlight some of the extraordinary 1000 to 2000-year-old textiles, baskets, hides, wooden implements, and other 

perishable artifacts from sites in this region.   
 

Top and side views of Basketmaker 

II coiled basket with original 

contents of maize, pinyon nuts, and 

squash seeds, ca. A.D. 100-300, 

Grand Gulch, Utah. Collected by 

the Hyde Exploring Expedition in 

1893-94. American Museum of 

Natural History catalog number 

H/13133. 

 

 

Dr. Laurie Webster is an anthropologist who specializes in the perishable material culture of the American 

Southwest. She is a visiting scholar in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Arizona and a 

Research Associate at the American Museum of Natural History and the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center. In 

2011 she founded the Cedar Mesa Perishables Project to document perishable collections from southeastern Utah. 

She lives in Mancos, Colorado. 

  

Louie Garcia is a Tiwa-Piro weaver and linguistic arts educator from Albuquerque. He received his M.A. in 

Language Literacy and Sociocultural Studies from the University of New Mexico and is founder and president of 

the New Mexico Pueblo Fiber Arts Guild, an organization dedicated to the preservation and revival of traditional 

Pueblo fiber arts. Since 2014, he has served as a team member of the Cedar Mesa Perishables Project. 
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MINUTES OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

October 17, 2017 

President Carol Chamberland convened the meeting at 7:31 PM with a welcome to all current members, numerous 

visitors, and three new members. 

Refreshments – Gretchen Obenauf brought a cake to honor Marc Thompson at his last AAS meeting before 

moving to Florida and to recognize his contributions as past President and Director of AAS.    

Meeting minutes for September 19, 2017 were approved and stand as published. 

REPORTS 

Treasurer – Carol Chamberland gave the treasurer’s report in the absence of John Guth. The liability insurance 

that AAS purchased previously was canceled.  John is researching other options. 

The society has a balance of $5741.86 in checking and $9000 in savings. 

50th anniversary Volume – Helen Crotty reported that with the help of volunteers she hopes to have the volume 

ready in 2018. 

Membership – Mary Raje stated that membership renewal forms will be on the table after the meeting. She plans 

to announce the renewal campaign in November. Joining now means that membership is good for 14 months. 

Mary reminded members that donations to AAS are tax deductible. 

Archiving group – Joanne Magalis reported for Karen Armstrong who was absent. She said the group is 

processing artifacts from the Sandia 7 Site, which is a cache of lithics. Volunteers are always welcome to join the 

archiving group on Wednesday mornings at the Hibben Center between 8:30 and 11:30. 

Rock Art – Dick Harris reported that the team went out every Tuesday this month. Carol complimented the Rock 

Art team, saying it was a pleasure to work with such competent people. 

Field Trips – Pat Harris said no trips are planned for the rest of this year. She asked for ideas for 2018 trips. 

Nominating Committee – Carol reported that the committee, composed of Peggy Gilbert, Joan Mathien, and 

Margery Barol, will prepare a slate of officers and directors for 2018 to be published in the November Newsletter.  

Elections will be held at the December meeting. 

ASNM Annual Meeting – Nancy Woodworth explained that as an affiliate of the Archaeological Society of New 

Mexico the Albuquerque Archaeological Society will be hosting the 2018 ASNM Annual Meeting.  She asked 

members to consider volunteering to help with this important event. 

Seminars – Hayward Franklin will be teaching a class on the pottery of the Central Rio Grande Valley on October 

21 at the Hibben Center. Carol announced that two potential seminars are planned, one in December or January 

on lithics and another in March on mapping. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Diane Courney and Ginger Foerster reported on SiteWatch in the Albuquerque area and encouraged interested 

people to ask for the contact information about becoming a site steward. 

The Los Ranchos newsletter has an article on Kit Sargent's photos of the Chamisal Site that were given to Los 

Ranchos de Albuquerque by her family. 

Tom Windes announced that there will be a talk on Bears Ears on October 26 at the Bachechi center. 

Matthew Barbour presented the first William and Dolores Sundt Award for Extraordinary Service to Dolores 

Sundt for her 25 years of service as Executive Secretary of ASNM. 

Matt announced that an ASNM Special Publication on Guisewa has recently been issued; a copy can be purchased 

from Diane Courney for $10. 
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The Friends of Coronado Historic Site is hosting a Festival of Cultures on Saturday October 21 from 10–4. There 

will be Aztec dancers at 11:00. 

Gretchen announced that Carol Condie, who is a member of the Board of The Archaeological Conservancy, 

bought several copies of an issue of American Archaeology featuring Laurie D. Webster’s Cedar Mesa Perishables 

Project.  Dr. Webster will be the speaker at the November AAS meeting. 

SPEAKER:  

Gretchen Obenauf introduced Amy Thompson, a doctoral candidate at UNM, who spoke on “Cities of the Jungle: 

Ancient Maya Community Organization and Urban Development in the Southeastern Maya Lowlands, Belize, 

Central America.  A synopsis was not available at press time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ginger Foerster, Secretary. 

 

NOMINATIONS FOR AAS OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR 2018 
 

The Nominating Committee, composed of Peggy Gilbert, Chair, Joan Mathien, and Marjorie Barol, has announced 

the following slate of Officers and Directors for 2018.  Carol Chamberland for President, Gretchen Obenauf for 

First Vice President, Evan Kay for Second Vice President, John Guth for Treasurer, and Ginger Foerster for 

Secretary.  For Directors at Large, Cindy Carson and Maggie Knight are nominated. 

Nominations from the floor will be solicited at the November meeting.  If there are additional nominations, a 

ballot will be distributed prior to the December meeting for a final vote at that time. 

 

DOLORES SUNDT HONORED FOR 25 YEARS OF SERVICE AS ASNM’S EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY 

 

The William and Dolores Sundt Award for 

Extraordinary Lifetime Service to the Archae-

ological Society of New Mexico was to be awarded 

to Dolores at the 2017 Annual Meeting Banquet 

May 6 in recognition of her long service as 

Executive Secretary, but the ceremony had to be 

postponed when she suffered a broken hip in a fall 

on the previous day.  Dolores wanted to wait until 

she could stand and walk again to receive the award. 

The Nambé plaque was presented to her by ASNM 

President Matt Barbour at the September 19 

meeting of AAS.  Dolores assisted her husband 

during the 10 years as he served as Executive 

Secretary for ASNM. Then after his death, she continued in the role for an additional 25 years until retiring in July 

2015.  Bill was, and Dolores continues to be, a long-time member of AAS. 

 

2017-2018 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY NOW AVAILABLE  
 

Mary Raje, Membership Chair announces that the 2017-2018 Membership Directory will be emailed soon to all 

members who receive their Newsletters electronically.  Those with print memberships may request a Directory by 

contacting info@abqarchaeology.org or telephone Helen Crotty at 281-2136.     

Mary also reminds us that dues paid now are credited through 2018.  A membership form is attached for your 

convenience.  All dues except those paid after October 1, 2017 expire December 31, 2017.  

mailto:info@abqarchaeology.org
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE 

 

The Society for American Archaeology Asks Help in Saving the Antiquities Act: Congressman Rob Bishop 

is sponsoring a bill, HR 3990, the National Monument Creation and Protection Act, which would essentially do 

away with the Antiquities Act as we know it today. The measure has already been approved by the Natural 

Resources Committee. The next step is a vote in the full House, and help is needed to stop this legislation. The 

most effective action is to telephone, write, or email your representative individually rather than signing a petition. 

 

CALENDAR CHECK  
 

Free Public Lecture 

 

The Merchant Site: Old and New Discoveries at a Prehistoric Village on the Mescalero Plain of 

Southeastern New Mexico by Myles R. Miller, Friday, November 12, 7:30 pm, Hibben Center 106.  

 

Conferences 

New Mexico Archeological Council Fall Conference November 11, 8:00 to 4:30, Hibben Center on the UNM 

campus.  Subject: Permian Basin Programmatic Agreement in the Bureau of Land Management, Carlsbad Field 

Office Area of SE New Mexico.  Contact Cherie Walth at cwalth@swca.com for registration form and program. 

Navajo Rug Auction November 17, viewing at 11:00 am, auction at 1:00 pm, Prairie Star restaurant, Bernalillo.  

Proceeds benefit the Maxwell Museum and the weavers.   

ASNM Annual Meeting May 4-6, 2018 at the Nativo Lodge in Albuquerque.  Preliminary notice. 
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2018 

ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Renewal ______   New ______ 

 

Name(s):  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:   __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address(es):  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  (Please print email in capital letters to avoid confusing lower case letters, “r” and “v” for example)  

  Please check this box if you do not wish your information to be printed in our annual directory.  (Federal law prohibits 

disclosing members’ contact information to anyone outside of the organization.) 

 
Please select a Membership category AND a Newsletter category: 

Membership category: 

Individual ____    Family ____ (no difference in dues) 

Newsletter by email: 

Basic:  $25.00 ____    Sustaining: $35.00+ ____    Student with current ID:  Free      

Newsletter by first class mail: 

Basic:  $30.00 ____    Sustaining: $40.00+_____ 

Institutions/Libraries:  

$10.00 ___    (newsletter sent by first class mail) 

    Free ___    (electronic newsletter only) 

I/We would be interested in working with the following committees: 

  Greeters (name tags & guest signup at meetings);  

  Membership (keep track of membership lists and send renewal notices) and/ or--- 

  Assist Membership chair with display and signups at archaeological events; 

  Field Trips (arrange for trip or assist chair with signups and follow up);  

  Laboratory (assist with Hibben Center archival work); 

  AAS Newsletter editorial assistant/trainee;  

  AAS 50th Anniversary Volume Editor, assistant, researcher; 

  Board of Directors and position desired;  

  Other (describe on back). 

 

To download the form go to the Join AAS tab on our website abqarchaeology.com, click the upper right pop-out icon. 

Mail the printed form and your membership dues check (payable to the Albuquerque Archaeological Society or AAS) to: 

Treasurer, Albuquerque Archaeological Society, P.O. Box 4029 

 Albuquerque, NM  87196-4029 

Questions about Membership? (address or email changes, current dues verification, etc.):  Email 

info@abqarchaeology.org 

 

AAS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation and your Membership and Sustaining contributions are tax deductible. 

mailto:info@abqarchaeology.org
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