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SAN MARCOS PUEBLO: ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY 

Ann F. Ramenofsky and Kari L. Schleher 

 

7:30 PM, Tuesday February 20, 2018 

Albuquerque Museum of Art and History 

2000 Mountain Road NW 

 
San Marcos Pueblo, located at the western edge of the Galisteo Basin, is an aggregated town that has been known 

to the archaeological world since Nels Nelson’s preliminary field work there in the early twentieth century. 

Beginning before and continuing through the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, San Marcos was a vital community, a hub 

of Puebloan economic, political, and social activity. San Marcoseños were known for their fine glaze-painted 

ceramics that were traded both within the Basin and beyond.  The town was known to the Spanish: a mission and 

convento was established there in the 1630s, as was metal assaying and smelting.  Their role in the Pueblo Revolt 

was not uniform, suggesting that factions may have been present within the community. 

Ramenofsky and Schleher are the co-editors of a volume, The Archaeology and History of Pueblo San Marcos: 

Change and Stability, recently published by UNM Press. In this lecture, they jointly discuss some of the results 

of that decade-long research at the Pueblo.  Highlighted are evidence of stability and change in their settlement 

strategy, the glaze-painted ceramics that inform on the nature of potting communities, and protohistoric native 

population change. 

Ann F. Ramenofsky is professor emerita of anthropology at the University of New Mexico. She has authored 

numerous articles and books, including Vectors of Death: The Archaeology of European Contact and the coeditor 

of Exploring Cause and Explanation: Historical Ecology, Demography, and Movement in the American 

Southwest.  

Kari L. Schleher is the laboratory manager at the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center and an adjunct assistant 

professor of anthropology at the University of New Mexico. She is a specialist in Puebloan ceramics, especially 

the glaze-painted wares of the Rio Grande.  She is a contributor to regional and national journals including Journal 

of Archaeological Science and Kiva. 

 

 

AAS DUES FOR 2018 ARE NOW PAYABLE 

 
If you have not already done so, please fill out the attached membership renewal form and mail it with your check 

to Treasurer, Albuquerque Archaeological Society, PO Box 4029, Albuquerque NM 87196, or bring both to the 

meeting.  Don’t be shy about showing interest in working with a committee or serving on the Board.  Wider 

membership participation is needed and encouraged. 
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MINUTES OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

January 16, 2018 

President Carol Chamberland began the meeting at 7:32 PM by welcoming visitors and new members.  She invited 

all to stay after the meeting to chat and enjoy refreshments provided by Ann Carson. 

Meeting minutes:  The December 18, 2017 minutes were approved as published. 

REPORTS 

Treasurer – John Guth said the AAS checking account has a balance of $7019. He thanked Steve and Donna 

Rospopo for completing an internal financial review. He will proceed to do the society's income taxes for 2017. 

Lab – Joanne Margolis reported that the group is currently archiving a project from eastern Ecuador. Carol 

explained that a group of volunteers meets to archive artifacts on Wednesday mornings and invited others to 

participate. 

Membership – Mary Raje said she has received 64 membership renewals and 13 new membership applications 

since October. She requested that members renew promptly so a current directory can be compiled as soon as 

possible. 

Rock Art – John Richardson gave a synopsis of the rock art group activities. He said that due to illness, cold 

weather, and holidays, the rock art team went out only one time in the past month. They recorded a site west of 

Cuba that has unique contemporary and historic graffiti rather than prehistoric rock art. 

Field Trips – Pat Harris reported that she has a list of many trips for 2018 with dates to be set. 

ONGOING BUSINESS 

Pottery Southwest:  The search for an editor for the publication continues. 

Website – Evan Kay reported that he has posted information for the Archaeological Society of New Mexico's  

May 2018 meeting on the ASNM website. It includes an overview of the meeting, all forms needed for registration, 

and a call for papers and posters. 

ASNM meeting – Nancy Woodworth, co-chair of the ASNM meeting, said she has flyers on the registration 

table that include general information, registration form, and hotel information. She encouraged early registration 

for the meeting, which will be hosted by the Albuquerque Archaeological Society May 4–6.  

Liability insurance: John Guth continues to research. 

Seminars: The lithics seminar by Chris Turnbow on January 27 is full, but there is a waiting list. Gretchen 

Obenauf will teach a mapping class in early April. A signup sheet will be available at the March meeting. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Ann Carson said she was passing around a signup sheet for volunteers to provide refreshments for the 2018 

meetings. 

Gretchen Obenauf said she was sorry to hear of the passing of William Winegar, a longtime member of AAS. 

The business meeting concluded at 7:50PM. 

SPEAKER 

 Evan Kay introduced Robert Dello-Russo, Director of the Office of Contract Archeology at the University of 

New Mexico, to talk about his research at the Water Canyon Paleoindian Site in New Mexico.  Dr. Dello-Russo 

provided the following synopsis of his talk. 

Respectfully submitted by Ginger Foerster, Secretary. 
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Ten Years of Interdisciplinary Research: The Significance of the Water Canyon Paleoindian Site  

By Robert Dello-Russo, PhD 

The Water Canyon Paleoindian site in west-central New Mexico continues to produce noteworthy finds and has 

developed into the most significant Paleoindian site west of the Pecos River in New Mexico. The site fulfills a 

number of important archaeological criteria, in that it is chronometrically dateable; its subsistence remains are 

extremely well-preserved in some portions of the site; the site is stratified and the geological strata remain intact; 

there are numerous Paleoindian cultures represented at the site; and the site contains a robust archive of proxy 

data for paleoenvironmental reconstructions over the Pleistocene-Holocene transition. 

Paleoindian sites in New Mexico (and elsewhere) are rare. Out of approximately 180,000 identified sites in New 

Mexico (in the New Mexico Cultural Resources Information System statewide database), fewer than 1200 are 

Paleoindian sites, which is less than 0.7% and, of those, most are isolated projectile points. Two-thirds of 

Paleoindian sites are single occupation and re-occupied sites are only expected to occur where significant 

resources – like fresh water or high quality tool stone – occur. The vast majority of the Paleoindian sites west of 

the Pecos River are undated and are generally surface manifestations. Once we realize that the area around the 

Water Canyon site contained a robust water resource over time and was in proximity, since at least Clovis times, 

to the tremendous silicified rhyolite toolstone quarry at Black Canyon – a few hours walk away – it becomes clear 

why Paleoindians returned to the Water Canyon site over and over again. 

Recent Discoveries in 2013 and 2015 

In 2013, our Giddings soil coring rig, used in collaboration with the 

University of Arizona, was employed to further gauge the extent of the 

previously recorded black mat, and in five cores we discovered bone 

in the area we later designated as Locus 5 (Figure 1). Deep mechanical 

and hand excavations ensued, revealing an extensive Eden-Firstview 

(Cody Complex era/11000-8500 calibrated years BP) Bison antiquus 

bone bed (minimum 50 square meters) at 13 feet below the surface, 

but very poorly preserved. Bones could be identified in situ but could 

not be recovered intact and did not have sufficient collagen for dating. 

At present, most of assemblage consists of low utility elements (bones 

that had minimal amounts of meat and so are not highly sought after). 

Our best dates for the Locus 5 bone bed came from two soil organic 

matter samples from Core 10-1, both above and below the bone bed. 

The mean age came to ~ 11,100 cal yr BP, and this – for now – represents the only Cody date in New Mexico 

west of Pecos, the oldest Cody date in the Southwest, and one of oldest Cody dates in the western United States. 

We hope to find well-preserved and dateable bones in other portions of the bed to provide more accurate dates in 

the future. 

In 2015, the UNM Archaeology Field School students continued excavating 

the Locus 1 Bison antiquus bone bed immediately south of No Name Arroyo 

(Figure 2). In contrast to Locus 5, these bones were very well preserved and 

the obvious spiral green-bone fractures and impact scars on the bones 

suggested that marrow recovery had been occurring there. We inferred that 

Locus 1 represented the very rare remains of an open air Paleoindian 

processing area. The artifact assemblage of Locus 1 North included high 

utility bones, knives, scrapers, gravers, and a biface with bovid blood protein 

residue. In Locus 1 South, a hafted knife fragment had a parallel oblique 

Allen-Frederick-like flaking pattern. Allen-Frederick points (9000-10,000 

cal yr BP) are known in the region, and many are made of Black Canyon 

rhyolite. A dated bone collagen sample from the Locus 1 bone bed came in 

Figure 1. Water Canyon Locus 5, looking south-
west 

Figure 2. 2015 UNM Archaeological 

Field School students in Locus 1 bone bed. 
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at ~9254 cal yr BP, providing support for the idea that at least part of the bone bed was deposited during the Allen-

Frederick era. Charcoal from a Locus 1 hearth had a pooled mean date of ~9319 cal yr BP, which is consistent 

with the bone date.  

A dual-purpose slab grinding stone and anvil, made from andesite, was also recovered from the Locus 1 bone bed, 

and is associated with the Allen-Frederick occupation. This artifact was tested for residues and found to contain 

tuber starches and bone marrow lipids, supporting the conclusion that the Allen-Frederick peoples were not only 

processing the bison bones for the fats (as the bone breakage patterns had suggested) but they were also processing 

tubers – most likely those growing nearby in the marshy areas surrounding the processing area. This discovery is 

extremely exciting because this ground stone artifact currently represents the earliest documented ground stone 

artifact in New Mexico! Similar artifacts, with similar ages, are known in Texas, Wyoming and the Nevada 

Great Basin, but this is the first found in this state. Surely, there are others in New Mexico and possibly at Water 

Canyon.  

Other noteworthy recent discoveries at Water Canyon include – in Locus 6 – a suite of Clovis 

blade fragments that had been repurposed into end-scrapers, together with a miniature Clovis 

point recovered just below Locus 6 (Figure 3). Two Folsom point fragments were recovered in 

Locus 6 as well. The Eden-Firstview point found in situ at Locus 5 is a metric match for the 

Eden-Firstview point base found at Locus 4, suggesting that these two loci may have been 

functionally related. Each time we go back to Water Canyon we are delighted by new finds, 

and we are sure that more discoveries await us at this amazing Paleoindian site! 

 

FIELDWORK OPPORTUNITIES IN TULAROSA AND SOCORRO 

A two-day field session is planned February 24/25 at Creekside Village, an early (AD 650–850) Jornada Mogollon 

pithouse village with a great kiva located near Tularosa, New Mexico. Volunteers must be members of the Jornada 

Research Institute, but annual dues are minimal, $35 for adults, $20 for students and seniors.  Interested parties 

should visit the website jornadaresearchinstitute.org for information about joining and contact JRI President David 

Greenwald dgreenwald@tularosa.net if interested in the February 24/25 field session.  Field session are being 

planned for March, April, and May but are not yet scheduled. 

Michael Bletzer continues his excavations at the Ancestral/Colonial Piro Pueblo of Tzelaqui/Sevilleta near 

Socorro. A session is planned for February 11; others this spring are not yet scheduled.  Contact Michael at 

michael.bletzer@gmail.com if interested in volunteering for the digs at this site.   

 

FRIENDS OF CORONADO HISTORIC SITE ART AUCTION MARCH 24 AT PRAIRIE 
STAR GOLF COURSE 

 
“Art, Made in New Mexico,” in all genres, from all cultures, both old and new will be on the block at the March 

24 fundraiser auction sponsored by Friends of Coronado Historic Site at the Prairie Star golf course. Preview 

begins at 9 am with bidding beginning at 1 pm.  Consignment items will be accepted from individual artists, 

owners, and merchants at wholesale prices from Sunday, March 11 through Thursday, March 22 between 9 am 

and 4 pm at the Coronado Historic Site, 485 Kuaua Road, off Highway 550 in Bernalillo For more information, 

contact Ed Chamberlin at ed4orno@gmail.com or 505-301-5242.  

 

 “CHACO CULTURE: IN AND OUT OF THE CANYON” IS THEME OF ASNM 2018 ANNUAL 
MEETING TO BE HELD IN ALBUQERQUE MAY 4–6 

 
The ASNM Annual Meeting, hosted by the Albuquerque Archaeological Society, will take place May 4–6 at the 

Nativo Lodge. The theme is “Chaco Culture: In and Out of the Canyon.” Conference events begin on Friday 

evening with registration opening at 4:00, “meet and greet” social hour from 5:00 to 6:30, and dinner buffet and 

Figure 3. Water 

Canyon miniature 

Clovis point. 

mailto:dgreenwald@tularosa.net
mailto:michael.bletzer@gmail.com
mailto:ed4orno@gmail.com
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program 6:30 to 9:00. The Friday evening speaker is W. H. (Chip) Wills, whose presentation is “Chaco Legacies: 

New Research Built on Deep Foundations.” Saturday morning presentations will be theme-related, with Saturday 

afternoon slots available for volunteered papers on other topics. Saturday night social hour 5:00 to 6:30 and 

Awards Banquet 6:30 to 9:00. The Bandelier Lecture “Reexcavating Room 28 at Pueblo Bonito: The House of 

the Cylinder Jars” will be delivered by Patricia L. Crown. Six field trips are offered Sunday morning. More details, 

registration forms, hotel reservation information, call for papers, posters, and vendor/information table applicants 

are posted on the ASNM and AAS websites (abqarchaeology.org and newmexico-archaeology.org). As audience 

capacity at the Nativo is limited, early registration is advised. Online registration is not available. To reserve a 

room online at the Nativo Lodge one must use the code “ASNM Annual Meeting 2018” for a reduced room rate.  

Or call 866-505-7829 or 505-798-4300. 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE AAS BOARD 0F DIRECTORS  

January 8, 2018 

The meeting was called to order by President Carol Chamberland at 5:58 pm at the UNM Office of Contract Archeology, 

1717 Lomas Boulevard NE. 

Attendees: Carol Chamberland, Gretchen Obenauf, Evan Kay, John Guth, Ginger Foerster, Cindy Carson, Nancy Woodworth, 

Mary Raje, Helen Crotty, Pat Harris, and Dick Harris. 

Absent: Maggie Knight. 

REPORTS 

Vice-Presidents Gretchen Obenauf and Evan Kay said they have speakers for January and February and are working on a 

lineup for subsequent months in 2018. 

Treasurer John Guth stated that the finances are stable with a balance of $6494.58 in checking and $9000.00 in CDs. He 

presented a proposed budget for 2018 and a year-end financial report. [Ed. Note: The two reports are attached. Members will 

vote on approval of the proposed budget at the February meeting.]  

John  reported that membership dues are covering operating expenses and donations. He said the anticipated profit from the 

2018 ASNM meeting could be used for donations and for other projects that are of interest to AAS. 

Steve and Donna Rospopo agreed to perform an internal review of the books for 2017. They plan to do the review on January 

9, 2018. 

John reviewed the many obstacles to obtaining Commercial General Liability Insurance for field trips. Discussion ensued 

with a number of proffered solutions. Individual members volunteered to do further research: Gretchen will contact the BLM, 

John will look into one event at-a-time options, and Cindy Carson will talk with an archaeological society in California to 

see how it solved this issue. Carol will have an email vote after all data is compiled and a consensus is reached.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership – Mary Raje said that as of January 1, a total of 58 members had paid for 2018. Of these 13 are new members 

and 45 are renewals. She estimates that a current membership directory will be completed by April or May. 

Field Trips – Pat Harris reported that AAS had 10 trips in 2017. She has several pages of possible trips for 2018 with 

information forthcoming. 

Newsletter – Helen Crotty said that the 50th anniversary volume “may or may not be published” this year. 

Rock Art – Dick Harris said the team plans to go out on the remaining Tuesdays this month, weather permitting, to accessible 

sites. In February the team will resume recording at the southern site. 

OTHER TOPICS 

ASNM Meeting – Nancy Woodworth, Co-chair, said that the details of the event have been posted on the ASNM and AAS 

websites. A call for papers will go out this month. Registration will be by mail, with no online option. There will be a planning 

committee meeting January 11, and she will give a report at the AAS meeting on January 16, with handouts available. 

Pottery Southwest: Gretchen said that the search for an editorial candidate continues by the PSW Editorial Board. 
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Education Seminars:  The next two planned seminars are: (1) Lithics presented by Chris Turnbow January 27 at the Hibben 

Center on the UNM campus and (2) Reading and Making Maps to be taught by Gretchen Obenauf April 7 at the Hibben 

Center. 

Carol set a 5-day deadline for Board members to respond with corrections or additions to draft minutes of Board meetings so 

the minutes can be published in the next Newsletter. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.  

Respectfully submitted by Ginger Foerster, Secretary.     

 

NEWS AND NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE 
 

BLM Forges Ahead in Spite of Lawsuits.  Little more than a month after a presidential proclamation radically 

reducing two southern Utah national monuments, the BLM is moving ahead with the planning process. On Fri., 

Jan. 12, the BLM announced the beginning of a 60-day comment period on the newly shrunken Bears Ears and 

Grand Staircase/Escalante national monuments. The period will also include a series of scoping meetings. Public 

comment will be used to craft management plans for a series of smaller monuments that will replace the original 

ones. http://bit.ly/2G0Fs4H – Durango Telegraph. [From Southwest Archaeology Today, a service of Archaeology 

Southwest.] 

 

ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO Box 4029, Albuquerque, NM 87196 

www.abqarchaeology.org 

www.facebook.com/abqarchsoc 

 

Annual Dues 

For emailed Newsletter: Student no charge (provide copy of current ID); Basic $25; Sustaining $35+. Print 

Newsletter by First Class Mail: Basic $30; Sustaining $40.  Institutions/Libraries: $10 for print Newsletter by First 

Class Mail, emailed Newsletter at no charge. 

 

2018 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

To contact officers or committee chairs, or to change mailing or email address, email info@abqarchaeology.org 

or consult Membership Directory. Current members can sign up for field trips at meetings or by emailing 

trips@abqarchaeology.org.  

Officers 

President:  

    Carol Chamberland        

Vice Presidents:  

    Gretchen Obenauf          

    Evan Kay                  

Secretary: 

    Ginger Foerster             

Treasurer:  

    John Guth                      

Directors-at-Large: 

    Cindy Carson                        

    Maggie Knight            

Standing Committee Chairs 

Membership: 

     Mary Raje 

Newsletter: 

     Helen Crotty                

     Mailer: Lou Schuyler  

Archiving: 

     Karen Armstrong          

Rock Art Recording: 

     Dick Harris                  

     Carol Chamberland       

Greeter: 

    Sally McLaughlin           

 

 

Committee Chairs (continued) 

Field Trips: 

    Pat Harris  

    Steve Rospopo             

Refreshments: 

    Ann Carson                   

Publicity:  

    Evan Kay                      

Pottery Southwest  

    Editor: open  

    Contact: Arlette Miller  

Webmaster: 

    Evan Kay 

https://archaeologysouthwest.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=325da4675407ecc40a85a9db0&id=82d7a955f1&e=b0ef07c633
http://www.facebook.com/abqarchsoc
mailto:info@abqarchaeology.org
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2018 ALBUQUERQUE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Renewal ______   New ______ 

 
Name(s):  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    dress:   __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address(es):  __________________________________________________________________________  

  (Please print email in capital letters to avoid confusing lower case letters, “r” and “v” for example) 

  Please check this box if you do not wish your information to be printed in our annual directory.  (Federal law prohibits 

disclosing members’ contact information to anyone outside of the organization.) 

 
Please select a Membership category AND a Newsletter category: 

Membership category: 

Individual ____    Family ____ (no difference in dues) 

Newsletter by email: 

Basic:  $25.00 ____    Sustaining: $35.00+ ____    Student with current ID:  Free      

Newsletter by first class mail: 

Basic:  $30.00 ____    Sustaining: $40.00+_____ 

Institutions/Libraries:  

$10.00 ___    (newsletter sent by first class mail) 

    Free ___    (electronic newsletter only) 

I/We would be interested in working with the following committees: 

  Greeters (name tags & guest signup at meetings);  

  Membership (keep track of membership lists and send renewal notices) and/ or--- 

  Assist Membership chair with display and signups at archaeological events; 

  Field Trips (arrange for trip or assist chair with signups and follow up);  

  Laboratory (assist with Hibben Center archival work); 

  AAS Newsletter editorial assistant/trainee;  

  AAS 50th Anniversary Volume Editor, assistant, researcher; 

  Board of Directors and position desired;  

  Other (describe on back). 

 

Mail the printed form and your membership dues check (payable to the Albuquerque Archaeological Society or AAS) to: 

Treasurer, Albuquerque Archaeological Society, P.O. Box 4029 

 Albuquerque, NM  87196-4029 

Questions about Membership? (address or email changes, current dues verification, etc.):  Email 

info@abqarchaeology.org 

 

AAS is a 501(c) (3) non-profit corporation and your Membership and Sustaining contributions are tax deductible. 

mailto:info@abqarchaeology.org

